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Our main podcast recommendation this week is Hablemos. Marking the end of Mexico’s World Cup run
and the final match played on Mexican soil last Sunday, Denise Maerker speaks with Javier Aguirre
about the national team’s performance, the lessons from the tournament, and the structural challenges
Mexican football must address to compete at the highest level. Beyond the sporting assessment, the
conversation offers a broader reflection on leadership, talent development, and the long-term
challenges of building a truly competitive project.
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In business and economics, Dimes y Billetes, MexMoves, Rodcast, Fintech Leaders, and La Estrategia
del Dia agree that competitiveness will increasingly depend on the ability to combine technological
innovation, infrastructure, and investment certainty. The episodes analyze everything from the
economic impact of hosting a World Cup and the energy infrastructure required for nearshoring, to the
transformation driven by agentic Al and stablecoins in business models. Taken together, they show that
economic growth will be shaped both by technology adoption and by the ability to create favorable
conditions for long-term investment.

In domestic politics, Botepronto, Politica y Otros Datos, Tercer Grado, and El Noti agree that the
Mexico-United States relationship continues to define the country’s political agenda. The episodes
examine uncertainty surrounding the USMCA review, growing U.S. pressure on security and organized
crime, and Morena’s internal tensions ahead of the 2027 elections. Together, the conversations reflect
how trade, security, and governance issues are becoming increasingly intertwined.

On security, Narcosistema examines the political and judicial implications of the potential extradition of
El Jardinero, one of the main leaders of the CJNG, while El Noti follows the impact of organized crime
and corruption cases on the bilateral agenda with the United States. Together, the episodes show that
security cooperation will remain one of the main pillars of the relationship between both countries and
a constant source of political pressure for the Mexican government.

Finally, in history and culture, Sal con Amigos, Ciberdiadlogos, and El Colegio de México address different
aspects of the country’s identity and institutional development. While Sal con Amigos reflects on the
World Cup as a phenomenon of social cohesion and national identity, Ciberdidlogos analyzes the
political transformations taking place across Latin America, and El Colegio de México uses the case of
the Tula River to discuss the challenges of environmental governance and institutional strengthening in
Mexico. Taken together, the episodes show how culture, politics, and institutions remain essential to
understanding the country’s long-term challenges.
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Agentic Al Is Reshaping Business Transformation — Rodcast

Rodcast features Phil Sebok, Country Manager of Wonderful Al in Mexico, in a discussion on how
agentic Al is redefining enterprise digital transformation. Sebok argues that the next generation of Al
can automate end-to-end business processes and boost productivity beyond simple cost reduction,
while emphasizing the importance of focusing on specific use cases, establishing strong data
governance, and adapting organizational culture to fully capture its potential. The conversation also
explores Mexico's digitalization challenges, the opportunity to democratize Al across traditional
industries, and the implications of this technological shift for leadership, talent management, and
business models. Overall, the episode argues that agentic Al represents a structural transformation that
will require companies to rethink how they operate, innovate, and drive long-term growth.
06/07/2026, Rodrigo Pacheco with Phil Sebok, Rodcast

Energy Infrastructure and Trade Uncertainty Shape Mexico's Economic Outlook — MexMoves
MexMoves examines Mexico's economic outlook amid the ongoing USMCA review and the challenges
of attracting investment in an increasingly uncertain trade environment. The episode explores
negotiations between Mexico, the United States, and Canada, highlighting the potential impact of U.S.
tariffs on Mexico's export competitiveness. It also features an interview with Rafael Garcia, Vice
President of External Relations at TC Energy Mexico and President of the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce in Mexico, who discusses the country's energy infrastructure needs, the role of natural gas
in strengthening industrial competitiveness, and opportunities to expand Canadian investment. The
conversation further reviews the Mexican stock market's performance during the first half of the year,
the tourism slowdown in Tulum, and the continued growth in the country's millionaire population.
Overall, the episode argues that Mexico's long-term competitiveness will depend on regulatory
certainty, sustained infrastructure investment, and deeper North American economic integration.
02/07/2026, Damien Porter and Eduardo Garcia with Rafael Garcia, MexMoves

Is Hosting the FIFA World Cup Worth It for Mexico? — Dimes y Billetes

In a live episode, Moris Dieck examines whether hosting the FIFA World Cup delivers meaningful
economic and strategic benefits for Mexico. The discussion explores the tournament's impact on
consumer spending, tourism, and infrastructure, arguing that while it generates a significant short-term
economic boost, its long-term value depends on whether the investments leave a lasting legacy. The
episode also analyzes FIFA's business model, high ticket prices, the organization's bargaining power with
host governments, and the broader economic implications of staging major sporting events. Additionally,
Dieck reflects on football's role as a social phenomenon, its influence on public policy, and FIFA's
growing institutional power within global sports. Overall, the episode argues that the World Cup can
benefit Mexico, provided that infrastructure investments are designed to meet long-term national needs
rather than the tournament's short-term requirements.

06/07/2026, Moris Dieck, Dimes y Billetes



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/rodcast-con-rodrigo-pacheco/id1747343739
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
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Business Leaders Recommend Summer Reads on Leadership, Innovation, and Decision-Making —
Whitepaper 10

Whitepaper 10 departs from its usual format by inviting entrepreneurs, investors, and business leaders
to recommend the books that have most influenced their thinking this year. The conversation highlights
titles on sales, entrepreneurship, innovation, leadership, finance, and organizational transformation,
while exploring themes such as disciplined execution, talent development, long-term strategy, and
decision-making under uncertainty. Contributors also discuss the value of interdisciplinary thinking,
arguing that combining insights from business, history, psychology, and technology helps leaders better
navigate rapid economic and technological change. Overall, the episode presents reading as a valuable
tool for strengthening leadership, fostering innovation, and improving strategic decision-making in an
increasingly complex business environment.

06/07/2026, René Lankenau with Karla Berman, Ariel Fishman, Erick Pérez-Grovas, Mauricio Ark, Abel
Flores and Jorge Luis Ramos Santos, Whitepaper 10

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

This week, La Estrategia del Dia focused on the key economic and business developments shaping
Mexico, with particular attention to the USMCA review, financial markets, artificial intelligence, and
major corporate strategies. The episodes examined the uncertainty surrounding the trade agreement,
trends in strategic sectors such as automotive and energy, and the latest moves by companies including
Toyota, Nissan, Alphabet, Tesla, BYD, Mercado Libre, Xbox, and Revolut. The podcast also covered
international developments involving NATO, Donald Trump, and Latin American politics, alongside
discussions on cryptocurrencies, prediction markets, and consumer trends. In parallel, the special series
World Cup Voices explored how artificial intelligence is being deployed to strengthen public security
during the FIFA World Cup, highlighting the growing role of emerging technologies in urban
management and major international events.

02/07/26-08/07/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

Javier Aguirre Reflects on Mexico's World Cup Campaign and the Future of Mexican Football —
Hablemos

In an interview with Denisse Maerker following Mexico's World Cup elimination, Javier Aguirre reflects
on the national team's tournament, his personal journey across three World Cups as head coach, and
the evolution of Mexican football. He argues that the team's greatest achievement was reconnecting
with fans through commitment and collective effort, while acknowledging that long-term progress will
depend on improving player development, coaching education, and increasing the number of Mexican
players competing in Europe. Aguirre also discusses his leadership style, emphasizing emotional



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB

M I MIRANDA
INTELLIGENCE

intelligence, trust, and team unity, and shares his confidence in the next generation of players and
coaches, particularly Rafael Marquez. Overall, the episode portrays the 2026 World Cup as a turning
point that restored confidence in the national team while highlighting the structural challenges that
Mexican football must address to remain competitive internationally.

07/07/2026, Denisse Maerker with Javier Aguirre, Hablemos

U.S. Trade Pressure and Security Concerns Reshape Mexico's Bilateral Agenda — Botepronto
Botepronto examines the uncertainty surrounding the upcoming USMCA review and its implications
for Mexico's economy and investment climate. The panel discusses reports that the United States
could replace the agreement's long-term renewal with annual reviews, arguing that such a move would
prolong uncertainty for businesses while highlighting Mexico's structural vulnerabilities in areas such
as energy and infrastructure. The conversation also analyzes the growing overlap between trade
negotiations and security issues, including recent reporting on U.S. investigations into alleged links
between Mexican politicians and organized crime. Overall, the episode argues that Mexico faces a new
phase in its relationship with the United States, one in which trade, security, and domestic governance
have become increasingly intertwined.

30/06/2026, Carlos Puig with Salvador Camarena, Maria Amparo Casar and Carlos Heredia,

Botepronto

Morena Faces Growing Internal Pressures Ahead of the 2027 Elections — Politica y Otros Datos
Politica y Otros Datos examines Morena's early launch of its internal process to select candidates for
the 17 gubernatorial elections in 2027, arguing that the strategy seeks to manage growing internal
competition while preserving party unity. Political scientists Agustin Basave and Erick Magar discuss the
challenges of maintaining cohesion in the absence of Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador's direct leadership,
the continued use of internal polls to resolve candidacies, and the increasing influence of President
Claudia Sheinbaum over the party's political structure. The conversation also explores how U.S.
investigations into alleged links between politicians and organized crime could reshape Morena's
internal dynamics and affect the balance of power ahead of the next presidential succession. Overall,
the episode argues that the 2027 elections will test Morena's ability to manage internal rivalries while
adapting to mounting political and external pressures.

02/07/2026, Mariel Ibarra with Agustin Basave and Erick Magar, Politica y Otros Datos

The World Cup Boosts National Morale as U.S. Pressure on Mexico Intensifies — Tercer Grado

Tercer Grado examines the social and political impact of Mexico's World Cup campaign, highlighting
how the national team's success strengthened collective identity, brought people back into public
spaces, and improved the country's international image. The panel contrasts this atmosphere with
growing pressure from the Donald Trump administration following The New York Times investigation
into alleged links between Mexican politicians and organized crime, as well as the U.S. Treasury


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/rocha-en-nueva-york-o-rocha-en-almoloya/id1168111576?i=1000768620481
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
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Department's sanctions targeting fuel smuggling networks and their alleged financing of political
campaigns. Participants argue that these developments reflect a broader U.S. strategy to increase
pressure on Mexico over security, organized crime, and political accountability. Overall, the episode
suggests that while the World Cup temporarily reshaped the national conversation, security and
governance challenges will continue to dominate the bilateral agenda between Mexico and the United
States.

02/07/2026, René Delgado with Denisse Maerker, Enrique Acevedo, Leo Zuckermann, Raimundo Riva
Palacio, and Leopoldo Gémez, Tercer Grado

Weekly Summary — El Noti

This week, El Noti covered the main political, security, and international developments shaping
Mexico's news agenda. Much of the coverage focused on Mexico's World Cup campaign and its impact
on public life, including discussions on tournament security, a temporary decline in homicide rates, and
controversies surrounding match scheduling and organization. On the political front, the podcast
examined U.S.-Mexico relations, President Claudia Sheinbaum's accusations that the United States is
protecting Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada, and the continued U.S. pressure on Mexico over security and
trade issues. The episodes also covered corruption investigations, the rise in banking fraud, Russia's
attacks on Ukraine, the aftermath of the Venezuela earthquake, and other major international events.
Overall, the week highlighted the intersection of politics, security, international affairs, and the social
impact of the FIFA World Cup.

02/07/26-08/07/26, El Noti

Security and Crime

The “Jardinero” Case Fuels Debate Over Organized Crime and Political Power in Mexico —
Narcosistema

Narcosistema examines the arrest of Audias Flores Silva, alias "El Jardinero," identified as one of the
leading figures within the Cartel Jalisco Nueva Generacién, and explores the political and security
implications of his potential extradition to the United States. Investigative journalist Anabel Hernandez
argues that the Mexican government has delayed his transfer because of the information he could
provide regarding alleged links between organized crime, political actors, and electoral campaigns. The
episode also discusses ongoing U.S. investigations into alleged illicit campaign financing, fuel smuggling,
and corruption networks, as well as the potential impact of these cases on U.S.-Mexico relations. Overall,
the episode argues that the extradition of the alleged cartel leader could carry significant political and
judicial consequences for both countries.

02/07/2026, Anabel Hernandez, Narcosistema

Mexican Culture & Society



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/estados-unidos-imputa-con-cargos-federales-a-ra%C3%BAl/id1441030025?i=1000768874422&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/narcosistema-con-anabel-hern%C3%A1ndez/id1760070312?l=en-GB
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Mexico's World Cup Run Sparks a Renewed Sense of National Unity — Sal con Amigos

Sal con Amigos features historian Alejandro Rosas in a conversation about how Mexico's World Cup
campaign has reignited a rare sense of collective celebration and national identity. Reflecting on
previous tournaments and historical moments of public celebration, Rosas argues that football remains
the only event capable of uniting millions of Mexicans across political and social divides. The discussion
explores how this generation's national team has begun to reshape long-held expectations of
disappointment, while comparing today's spontaneous celebrations with key moments in Mexico's
political and cultural history. Overall, the episode suggests that the World Cup has offered a temporary
space for optimism and social cohesion amid the country's broader political and economic challenges.
01/07/2026, Salvador Camarena with Alejandro Rosas, Sal con amigos

Tula Highlights the Need for Stronger Environmental Governance in Mexico — El Colegio de México
El Colegio de México's podcast examines the Tula River basin as a case study of Mexico's broader
environmental governance challenges. Researchers discuss how overlapping regulations, fragmented
institutional responsibilities, and limited enforcement capacity have undermined efforts to address
water pollution and environmental degradation. The conversation also explores the need to clarify the
roles of federal, state, and municipal authorities, strengthen environmental oversight, and improve legal
mechanisms for tackling environmental crimes. Additionally, the speakers emphasize the importance of
citizen participation, public access to environmental information, and collective legal actions to improve
accountability. Overall, the episode argues that addressing pollution in Tula requires not only stronger
technical standards but also institutional and legal reforms capable of improving environmental
protection nationwide.

07/07/2026, Alejandra Ortiz Espejel with Israel Alvarado Martinez, El Colmex


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/sal-con-amigos/id1869361415?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-colmex-conocimiento-ciencia-y-cultura/id1554015844?l=en-GB

