
 

   

 

México Podcast Chatter – 22 de julio de 2026 
 

In business and economics, Fintech Expert, MexMoves, Dimes y Billetes, Rodcast, Whitepaper, and La 
Estrategia del Día agree that future economic growth will increasingly depend on the combination of 
technological innovation, regulatory certainty, and stronger supply chains. The episodes examine the 
maturation of Mexico’s fintech sector, the future of the USMCA, the expansion of artificial intelligence 
infrastructure, the growing role of podcasting as a business channel, and the opportunities to strengthen 
domestic manufacturing amid the reconfiguration of global trade. Together, they suggest that Mexico’s 
competitiveness will increasingly depend on its ability to attract investment, develop technological 
capabilities, and adapt to a more uncertain economic environment.  
 
In Whitepaper Alex González Ormerod analyzes the future of the USMCA following the United States' 
decision not to extend the agreement for another 16 years, which will give way to an annual-review 
scheme that will prolong uncertainty for businesses and investors. The conversation explains how U.S. 
trade policy is evolving toward an approach based on national security and industrial policy, prioritizing 
regional supply chains and strategic sectors over the traditional principles of free trade.  
 
In national politics, Broojula, Botepronto, Política y Otros Datos, Tercer Grado, and El Noti agree that 
the intersection of security, justice, and governance continues to dominate Mexico’s political agenda. 
The episodes examine the political implications of the Ernesto Ruffo case, the sentencing of Ismael “El 
Mayo” Zambada, rising tensions between Mexico and the United States, increased international scrutiny 
of the government’s security strategy, and the evolving political landscape across the region. 
Collectively, they show how security-related decisions are having a growing impact on institutional 
credibility, domestic politics, and the bilateral relationship with the United States.  
 
In security and organized crime, Narcosistema examines the transformation of organized crime into 
increasingly sophisticated and technology-driven criminal organizations, exploring the use of drones, 
artificial intelligence, and new operational capabilities by Mexican cartels. The episode argues that this 
technological evolution represents one of the most significant challenges facing the security strategies 
of both Mexico and the United States.  
 
Finally, in history and culture, El Colegio de México explores water pollution in the Tula Basin as a 
growing public health, environmental, and human security challenge. The episode explains how the 
degradation of this river system is affecting local communities and underscores the need for stronger 
environmental monitoring, improved wastewater treatment, and evidence-based public policy to 
address the problem. 
 
Mexico Business, Economics & Finance 
 



 
 

   

 

Fintech’s Next Growth Phase Depends on Regulatory Strength and Physical Infrastructure – Fintech 
Expert 
This episode explores how Latin America's fintech industry is entering a more mature stage, where 
growth increasingly depends on regulatory compliance and physical infrastructure rather than digital 
innovation alone. The discussion highlights Nu Mexico's approval to operate as a full-service bank, 
arguing that the move intensifies competition with traditional financial institutions while significantly 
strengthening deposit protection for customers. It also examines Plata's investment in its own ATM 
network, Dapp's expansion of cash-in infrastructure, Story's co-branded credit card with Farmacias 
Similares, and the regulatory implications of Mexico's Fan ID biometric privacy case. Together, these 
developments illustrate that the industry's next competitive advantage will depend on successfully 
integrating digital financial services with cash management, regulatory compliance, and real-world 
distribution networks. 
17/07/2026, Fintech Briefing, Fintech Expert 
 
The World Cup Delivered a Smaller-Than-Expected Economic Boost as Mexico’s Fintech Sector 
Continues to Expand – MexMoves 
The episode reviews Mexico’s main business and economic developments following the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, highlighting that the tournament generated a significantly smaller economic impact than 
anticipated, with consumer spending, tourism, and air traffic falling short of expectations. It also 
examines Nu’s approval to operate as a bank in Mexico, arguing that growing competition between 
digital banks and traditional financial institutions could accelerate financial innovation, despite ongoing 
challenges around credit expansion and payment digitalization. In addition, the hosts discuss Mexico’s 
opportunity to become a strategic manufacturing hub for global AI infrastructure, driven by rising 
demand for servers, electrical components, and industrial equipment. Finally, an interview with Ana 
Cristina Gandarillas of QED Investors explores the outlook for Mexico’s fintech ecosystem, identifying 
cross-border payments, financial software for businesses, and AI-enabled financial services as some of 
the sector’s most promising growth opportunities. 
16/07/2026, Damien Fraser and Eduardo García with Ana Cristina Gandarillas, MexMoves 
 

Podcasting is becoming a strategic channel for brands and creators – Dimes y Billetes 
Dimes y Billetes explores the rapid evolution of podcasting as one of the fastest-growing digital content 
formats through a conversation with Andrea Rivera, one of Spotify Mexico’s first employees. The 
discussion examines how podcasts have evolved from a niche medium into a mainstream platform for 
content consumption, driven by on-demand access, video integration and increasingly sophisticated 
audience segmentation. Rivera explains that Spotify's growth has been fueled by its ability to understand 
user behavior and connect creators with highly engaged audiences, making podcasts an increasingly 
attractive channel for advertisers and brands. The episode also highlights the importance of consistency, 
audience analytics and authenticity in building successful podcasts, while emphasizing that long-term 

https://www.fintechexpert.mx/podcast
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

growth depends on cultivating loyal communities rather than pursuing viral success. Looking ahead, the 
speakers identify video, live experiences, personalized advertising and creator-focused tools as key 
trends shaping the future of the industry, arguing that podcast consumption will continue expanding at 
double-digit rates as digital audio becomes a more integrated part of consumers’ daily routines. 
20/07/2026, Moris Dieck with Andrea Rivera, Dimes y Billetes 

 

Google Positions Mexico as a Strategic Hub for AI Innovation – Rodcast 
In this episode, Sebastián Valverde, Managing Director of Google Mexico, explains how artificial 
intelligence is reshaping Google's business model while accelerating the evolution of its products, 
operations, and organizational processes. He argues that Mexico has become a strategic market for 
Google due to its young talent pool, proximity to the United States, and growing digital adoption, factors 
that have encouraged the company to establish global engineering, marketing, and product development 
teams in the country. The conversation also explores how generative AI and intelligent agents are 
expected to transform the way businesses operate by automating routine tasks and redesigning 
organizational workflows, while emphasizing the need for companies and workers to develop new digital 
skills to fully capitalize on the opportunities created by this technological transformation. 
20/07/2026, Rodrigo Pacheco with Sebastián Valverde, Rodcast 
 

North America’s Trade Relationship Is Entering a Period of Prolonged Uncertainty – Whitepaper 
In this episode, Alex González Ormerod discusses the future of the USMCA following the United States' 
decision not to extend the agreement for another 16 years, arguing that North America is entering a 
period of annual trade reviews that will prolong uncertainty for businesses and investors. The 
conversation examines how the Trump administration increasingly views trade through the lens of 
national security and industrial policy, prioritizing regional supply chains and strategic industries over 
traditional free trade principles. The episode also explores the implications for Mexico, highlighting both 
the risks posed by continued policy uncertainty and the opportunities to strengthen domestic 
manufacturing capabilities, attract investment, and integrate more deeply into North America's strategic 
production networks. 
14/07/2026, Carla Medina with Alex González Ormerod, Whitepaper 10 
 
Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Día 
This week's episodes focused on the intersection of geopolitics, macroeconomic trends, and corporate 
strategy. Discussions examined the uncertainty surrounding the USMCA, U.S.-Canada trade tensions, 
inflationary pressures linked to El Niño, and the implications of recent economic indicators in the United 
States and Mexico. At the same time, the podcast analyzed major corporate developments, including 
Nubank's banking expansion, Stripe's acquisition ambitions, Uber's acquisition of Delivery Hero, 
Starbucks' challenges in Mexico, the suspension of the Paramount-Warner transaction, and Goldman 
Sachs' outlook for Latin America. Artificial intelligence remained a central theme throughout the week, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHvcF8fsnQo
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/t2-e53-sebasti%C3%A1n-valverde-director-general-de-google/id1747343739?i=1000777554876
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/175-en-qu%C3%A9-vamos-en-el-usmca/id1584711514?i=1000776694152&l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

with coverage of the competitive landscape between major technology companies, OpenAI, DeepSeek, 
and Nvidia, highlighting how technological disruption continues to reshape global markets and business 
strategies. 
16/07/26–22/07/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Día  
 
Mexican Political Affairs 
 
The United States shifts its focus toward the protection networks behind organized crime - Broojula 
Broojula examines the implications of the life sentence handed down to Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada and 
the broader shift in the United States’ strategy against organized crime. In conversation with Jorge 
Fernández Menéndez, Ana Paula Ordorica argues that remarks by DEA Administrator Terry Cole point 
to a new phase in which investigations will no longer focus solely on cartel leaders, but also on 
dismantling the political, financial and business networks that have enabled their operations for decades. 
The episode reviews allegations by U.S. authorities regarding protection structures linked to Mexican 
officials, as well as the response of Claudia Sheinbaum’s government, which rejected the claims and 
defended Mexico’s security strategy. The discussion also considers how this change in approach could 
affect bilateral relations at a time when the USMCA review, a tougher U.S. trade policy and growing 
pressure on Mexico over security and corruption are becoming increasingly interconnected. 
21/07/2026, Ana Paula Ordorica with Jorge Fernández Menéndez, Broojula  
 
The Ernesto Ruffo Case Reignites Debate Over the Political Use of Justice in Mexico – Botepronto 
In this episode, the panel examines the arrest of former Baja California Governor Ernesto Ruffo, 
questioning both the timing of the investigation and the conduct of federal authorities. The discussion 
argues that the case highlights a perceived double standard in the application of justice, contrasting 
Ruffo's treatment with that of other former governors and public officials accused of corruption or 
organized crime who have not faced comparable legal action. The episode also explores the broader 
implications for the rule of law, emphasizing the importance of due process, the presumption of 
innocence, and institutional credibility, while warning that the selective use of judicial mechanisms could 
undermine public trust and reinforce perceptions of politically motivated prosecutions. 
21/07/2026, Carlos Puig, Salvador Camarena, and Carlos Heredia, Botepronto 
 

Latin America’s political pendulum continues to swing to the right – Política y Otros Datos 
The episode examines the growing shift toward right-wing governments across Latin America following 
recent elections in Colombia and Peru, exploring why voters across the region continue to alternate 
between ideological projects in search of better economic and political outcomes. Through an interview 
with journalist and author Diego Fonseca, the discussion argues that electoral volatility is driven less by 
ideology than by public frustration with unmet expectations, while populist leaders on both the left and 
the right increasingly rely on polarization, personalistic leadership, and attacks on democratic 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-doble-rasero/id1168111576?i=1000777772333


 
 

   

 

institutions, independent media, and the judiciary. The conversation also analyzes Mexico’s position 
within this regional landscape, suggesting that President Claudia Sheinbaum remains constrained by 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s political legacy while facing growing pressure from the Trump 
administration. Finally, the episode discusses the implications of rising political polarization across the 
Americas and the challenges democratic institutions will face as nationalist and populist movements 
continue to gain influence. 
16/07/2026, Mariel Ibarra with Diego Fonseca, Política y Otros Datos 
 

Morena’s security strategy faces renewed scrutiny amid political controversies – Tercer Grado 
The panel analyzes the growing political pressure on President Claudia Sheinbaum’s administration 
following new controversies surrounding Baja California Governor Marina del Pilar and renewed 
allegations from U.S. officials linking organized crime to Mexican politics. Commentators argue that the 
government’s decision to publicly defend governors and party figures accused of misconduct has 
weakened its anti-corruption narrative and diverted attention from its security achievements, including 
declining homicide rates and high-profile arrests. The discussion also examines DEA Director Terry 
Cole’s remarks describing the relationship between the Mexican government and criminal organizations, 
concluding that while the statements reflect the Trump administration’s political narrative, domestic 
controversies have reinforced international scrutiny. Finally, the panel questions the government's 
handling of the investigation into Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada’s transfer to the United States, arguing that 
inconsistencies in the official account continue to undermine confidence in the administration’s security 
and judicial strategy. 
16/07/2026, René Delgado with Denisse Maerker, Leo Zuckermann, Raymundo Riva Palacio and 
Leopoldo Gómez, Tercer Grado 

 
Morena seeks to contain political fallout ahead of the 2027 elections – Hablemos 
In an interview with Morena’s newly appointed national president, Ariadna Montiel, Denisse Maerker  
examines the political challenges facing the ruling party following a series of controversies involving 
officials and governors associated with the Fourth Transformation. The discussion focuses on the 
reputational impact of cases involving Marina del Pilar, Rubén Rocha Moya and Adán Augusto López, as 
well as the broader debate over whether Morena is experiencing an internal crisis or is instead the target 
of a coordinated political campaign led by domestic opposition forces and international actors. Montiel 
argues that the party will not shield members accused of wrongdoing and insists that any investigations 
should be conducted by the appropriate authorities, while maintaining that Morena’s strongest asset 
remains its public support and the social achievements of the current administration. The episode also 
explores the party’s preparations for the 2027 midterm elections, candidate selection, political 
polarization, and the balance between defending national sovereignty and responding to allegations 
linking public officials to organized crime. 
21/07/2026, Denisse Maerker with Ariadna Montiel, Hablemos 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-derecha-gana-terreno-en-am%C3%A9rica-episodio-262/id1564988962?i=1000777055856&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-llamada-de-marina-del-pilar-representa-una/id1441030025?i=1000777026798&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

 

Weekly Summary — El Noti 
This week's episodes focused on Mexico's evolving security landscape and key international 
developments. The podcast covered the sentencing of Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada, escalating violence 
against politicians and business leaders in Zacatecas, the arrest of former Baja California Governor 
Ernesto Ruffo, and the political controversies surrounding Marina del Pilar and other state governments. 
It also examined infrastructure and governance issues, including the freight train derailment on the 
Interoceanic Corridor and ongoing water quality challenges affecting several regions of the country. 
Internationally, the podcast highlighted the escalation of the conflict involving Iran, while the FIFA 
World Cup served as a backdrop for discussions on the political and social impact of one of the year's 
most significant global sporting events. 
16/07/26–22/07/26, El Noti 
 
Security and Crime 
  
A New Generation of Cartels: More Technologically Advanced, Efficient, and Lethal – Narcosistema 
The episode examines the transformation of organized crime in Mexico following the capture of Ismael 
"El Mayo" Zambada, the death of Nemesio Oseguera Cervantes ("El Mencho"), and the weakening of 
Los Chapitos, arguing that the country’s major criminal organizations are entering a new phase of 
reorganization and modernization. Through an interview with military analyst Alexander Stepanov, it 
explores the claim that members of Mexican cartels have received training in Ukraine on drone warfare, 
advanced military technologies, and modern combat tactics, capabilities that could eventually be 
transferred to Mexico. The discussion also analyzes the growing sophistication of organized crime 
through the use of artificial intelligence, drones, and transnational criminal networks, as well as the 
potential implications for public security and violence in the country. Finally, the host argues that this 
evolution is unfolding amid rising tensions between Mexico and the United States, while questioning 
both governments’ responses to the increasing adaptability of criminal organizations. 
16/07/2026, Anabel Hernández with Alexander Stepanov, Narcosistema  
 
Mexican Culture & Society 
 

Water Pollution in the Tula Basin Is Emerging as a Public Health and Human Security Challenge – El 
Colegio de México 
The episode examines the environmental and public health consequences of water pollution in the Tula 
Basin, one of Mexico’s most contaminated river systems. Through an interview with microbiologist 
Guadalupe Córdova, the discussion highlights how heavy metals, untreated wastewater, and pathogenic 
bacteria contribute to gastrointestinal diseases, chronic kidney disease, skin conditions, and 
antimicrobial resistance, particularly among children and older adults. The conversation argues that 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/narcosistema-con-anabel-hern%C3%A1ndez/id1760070312?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

these environmental risks should be treated not only as a public health issue but also as a matter of 
human and national security due to their economic, social, and ecological impacts. Finally, the speakers 
emphasize the importance of strengthening wastewater treatment, expanding environmental 
monitoring, and involving local communities and researchers in documenting pollution and its health 
effects to support more effective public policy. 
21/07/2026, El Colegio de México with Guadalupe Córdova, El Colmex 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/agua-salud-y-seguridad-humana-en-la-cuenca-de-tula/id1554015844?i=1000777673184&l=en-GB

