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Our recommended podcast of the week is Politica y Otros Datos, where Mariel Ibarra, in conversation
with Francisco Javier Gonzalez and Tlatoani Carrera, reflects on the social, political, and economic legacy
left by the FIFA World Cup 2026 in Mexico. The panelists highlight that hosting the World Cup
strengthened the Mexico brand, boosted tourism and economic activity, and confirmed the country's
capacity to host events of global scale, despite the challenges in security and logistics.

México Podcast Chatter - 15 de julio de 2026

In business and economics, Dimes y Billetes, MexMoves, Whitepaper 10 and La Estrategia del Dia agree
that competitiveness will increasingly depend on the ability to combine financial discipline, technological
innovation and investment certainty. The episodes examine the impact of U.S. trade uncertainty, the
growth of fintech and digital payments, the expansion of international brands, the transformation of
industries such as automotive and entertainment, and the role of artificial intelligence as a driver of
innovation. Together, they suggest that long-term economic growth will depend not only on technology
adoption but also on strengthening the financial capabilities of businesses and consumers.

In domestic politics, Broojula, Botepronto, Tercer Grado, Politica y Otros Datos and El Noti agree that U.S.-
Mexico relations once again dominated Mexico’s political agenda. The episodes explore the tensions
stemming from the Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada case, the Mexican government’s increasingly
confrontational rhetoric toward the United States, the implications for the upcoming USMCA review,
and the institutional challenges ahead of the 2027 elections. Together, the discussions highlight how
security, sovereignty and governance have become increasingly interconnected.

In security, Hablemos and Narcosistema examine the political and judicial implications of the “El Mayo”
Zambada case and its impact on Sinaloa’s ongoing security crisis. Both episodes argue that the lack of
progress in the investigations and persistent questions surrounding the actions of public authorities
continue to undermine confidence in the government's ability to deliver justice, combat impunity and
restore governance.

Finally, in history and culture, Al Habla con Warkentin, Sal con Amigos and Mexico: The Podcast reflect on
different elements that shape Mexico’s national identity. While the first two examine the urban and
social legacy of the 2026 FIFA World Cup and its impact on the future development of Mexico City,
Mexico: The Podcast explores the historical, cultural and scientific significance of the axolotl as one of
the country’s most iconic symbols of natural heritage. Together, these episodes show how major
national events and cultural heritage continue to strengthen Mexico’s identity and international profile.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

Trade uncertainty, investment and local content shape Mexico’s business outlook — MexMoves
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MexMoves examines the week’s key business developments, highlighting Toyota’s decision to shift part
of its Tacoma production from Mexico to the United States and the implications of U.S. tariffs and
ongoing trade uncertainty for Mexico's automotive industry. The hosts also discuss the continued
growth of vehicle sales in Mexico, supported by expanding consumer credit and the rapid rise of Chinese
automakers, as well as Equifax’s acquisition of Circulo de Crédito, which they view as a sign of the
increasing attractiveness of Mexico’s financial sector and fintech ecosystem. In the episode’s featured
interview, Francisco Ramos, Vice President of Content for Latin America at Netflix, outlines the
company’s strategy in Mexico, centered on local content production and a US$1 billion investment to
strengthen the country’s audiovisual industry. He also argues that Mexico’'s main challenge will be
balancing production volume with quality while embracing new digital creators and platforms such as
YouTube as key drivers of innovation in the entertainment industry.

09/07/2026, Damian Fraser and Eduardo Garcia with Francisco Ramos, MexMoves

Cash flow management remains critical for business growth and resilience — Dimes y Billetes

Dimes vy Billetes explores why cash flow, rather than profitability, is often the determining factor in a
company's long-term success. In conversation with Kevin Montras, Moris Dieck argues that many
businesses fail despite strong sales because they lack visibility into how cash moves through the
organization. The discussion distinguishes cash flow from revenue and profits, emphasizing the
importance of managing collections, supplier payments, working capital and liquidity, particularly during
periods of economic uncertainty. The episode also highlights common challenges faced by growing
businesses, including fragmented financial information, poor cash forecasting and weak reconciliation
processes, while stressing the value of real-time financial reporting to support strategic decision-making.
Finally, the hosts present a practical cash flow management tool designed to help businesses consolidate
financial data, monitor liquidity and improve operational planning.

13/07/2026, Moris Dieck with Kevin Montras, Dimes y Billetes

Consumer demand, mobility and new brands reshape Mexico’s business landscape — Whitepaper 10
Whitepaper 10 explores several trends reshaping consumer markets and business activity in Mexico.
The episode highlights a 5.3% increase in new vehicle sales during the first half of 2026, driven by the
expansion of Chinese automakers, greater access to auto financing and rising adoption of hybrid and
electric vehicles, while noting that charging infrastructure continues to lag behind demand. The
discussion also examines Crumbl Cookies’ entry into Mexico as an example of the country’s appeal for
international brands and the growing interest in franchise investments. In addition, the hosts analyze
Equifax’s investment in Circulo de Crédito as evidence of the increasing strategic value of financial data,
Thermomix’s sustained growth through its direct-sales model, and Netflix’s challenge of maintaining
user engagement amid growing competition from platforms such as YouTube. Finally, the episode
highlights the rapid expansion of Mexican energy drink brand H20 Power and the critical role of
marketing in building new brands in highly competitive markets.


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
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08/07/2026, Karla Berman and Susana Saenz, Whitepaper 10

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

This week, Estrategia del Dia focused on the economic outlook for Mexico and the global business
environment. The podcast covered the IMF’s revised growth forecast for Mexico, inflation trends
following the World Cup, developments in trade and manufacturing, and the impact of U.S. tariff policies
on key sectors such as sugar exports and the automotive industry. It also examined corporate news,
including Chipotle’s expansion into Mexico, TV Azteca’s commercial bankruptcy proceedings, Nubank’s
regulatory progress, Shein’s IPO plans and Starbucks’ adoption of artificial intelligence. Internationally,
the program tracked market volatility linked to geopolitical tensions, Nvidia’s performance,
developments at the NATO summit and the evolution of digital payments, while its Voices of the World
Cup series reflected on how the tournament highlighted both the opportunities and the remaining
challenges for financial inclusion in Mexico.

09/07/26-15/07/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

Early campaign activity reignites debate over electoral fairness — Broojula

Broojula examines the early launch of internal party selection processes ahead of Mexico’s 2027
elections and the implications for electoral fairness. In conversation with former INE President Lorenzo
Cérdova, Ana Paula Ordorica discusses how Morena, PAN and PRI are using figures such as "state
coordinators" and "defenders" to position prospective gubernatorial candidates months before the
official pre-campaign period begins. Cérdova argues that these mechanisms circumvent electoral law by
providing candidates with an unfair advantage while limiting transparency over campaign financing. He
also criticizes the INE and the Electoral Tribunal for allowing these practices to become normalized,
warning that weak enforcement of electoral rules risks undermining public confidence in Mexico's
democratic institutions.

13/07/2026, Ana Paula Ordorica with Lorenzo Cérdova, Broojula

The “El Mayo” Zambada case increases pressure on U.S.-Mexico relations — Botepronto

Botepronto examines the Mexican government’s decision to adopt a tougher stance toward the United
States following new revelations surrounding the capture of Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada. The panel
argues that President Claudia Sheinbaum’s criticism of the FBI and former U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar
is intended to shift attention away from domestic questions surrounding Sinaloa Governor Rubén Rocha
Moya and the ongoing investigations into his alleged links to organized crime. The discussion also places
the episode within the broader context of growing bilateral tensions, including Washington’s decision
to subject the USMCA to annual reviews and increasing scrutiny of alleged connections between
Mexican political figures and criminal organizations. While the panel agrees that Mexico has legitimate


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
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grounds to seek greater transparency regarding the role of U.S. authorities, it also contends that the
Mexican government has yet to provide satisfactory answers about the events in Sinaloa and the
investigation involving Rocha Moya.

08/07/2026, Carlos Puig with Maria Scherer, Salvador Camarena and Carlos Heredia, Botepronto

The 2026 World Cup showcased Mexico’s capacity to unite and strengthen its international image —
Politica y Otros Datos

Politica y Otros Datos reflects on the social, political and economic legacy of the 2026 FIFA World Cup
in Mexico, arguing that the tournament temporarily bridged political divisions and projected a more
positive image of the country abroad. Host Mariel Ibarra and guests Francisco Javier Gonzalez and
Tlatoani Carrera discuss how the event fostered national unity, boosted tourism and economic activity,
and reinforced Mexico’s reputation as a welcoming host despite longstanding concerns over security
and polarization. They also examine the World Cup’s broader business model, highlighting record
revenues for FIFA alongside growing concerns over rising ticket prices and the increasing
commercialization of the tournament, which has made attendance less accessible for traditional fans.
The conversation concludes by assessing the Mexican national team's performance, noting that its
unexpected success helped rebuild public confidence and generated renewed optimism ahead of future
international competitions.

09/07/2026, Mariel Ibarra with Francisco Javier Gonzalez and Tlatoani Carrera, Politica y Otros Datos

The “El Mayo” Zambada case and the future of the USMCA reshape the Mexico-U.S. agenda — Tercer
Grado

Tercer Grado examines the political and diplomatic implications of new revelations surrounding the
capture of Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada and the United States’ decision to maintain the USMCA while
subjecting it to annual reviews. The panel argues that the debate over the FBI's alleged involvement
reflects a broader struggle between both governments to shape the public narrative, while also serving
the Mexican administration’s effort to counter allegations of ties between Morena and organized crime.
The discussion suggests that President Claudia Sheinbaum’s response is primarily aimed at a domestic
audience, reinforcing a message of national sovereignty and rejecting claims of a “narco-government.”
On the economic front, the panelists contend that although the USMCA remains in force, annual reviews
introduce greater uncertainty for long-term investment decisions and give Washington additional
leverage to use the agreement as a political and economic negotiating tool with Mexico.

09/07/2026, René Delgado with Denisse Maerker, Leo Zuckermann, Enrique Acevedo, Raimundo Riva
Palacio and Leopoldo Gémez, Tercer Grado

Weekly Summary — El Noti
This week, El Noti focused on the conclusion of the 2026 FIFA World Cup and the return of Mexico’s
political and security agenda. The podcast reviewed the tournament’s economic impact while closely


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/rocha-en-nueva-york-o-rocha-en-almoloya/id1168111576?i=1000768620481
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/estados-unidos-imputa-con-cargos-federales-a-ra%C3%BAl/id1441030025?i=1000768874422&l=en-GB
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following the growing tensions between Mexico and the United States over the case of Ismael “El Mayo”
Zambada, including allegations regarding the FBI’s role in his capture, the transfer of the pilot linked to
the operation, and the situation surrounding Sinaloa Governor Rubén Rocha Moya. It also covered the
Mexican government’s accusations against ICE, political tensions between Morena and the Green Party
in Chihuahua, the debate over a proposed inheritance tax, the criminal proceedings against Gilda Lozoya,
and the arrest of a former Pemex executive. Internationally, the podcast tracked the ceasefire between
Iran and Israel, renewed uncertainty around the Strait of Hormuz, and several of the week’s most widely
discussed viral stories.

08/07/26-15/07/26, El Noti

Security and Crime

The “El Mayo” Zambada case fuels renewed tensions between Mexico and the United States —
Narcosistema

Narcosistema examines the latest developments surrounding the capture of Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada
and their implications for U.S.-Mexico relations. Anabel Hernandez argues that a recent court filing
submitted by Zambada’s defense reinforces his ties to former Sinaloa Governor Rubén Rocha Moya by
stating that he was traveling to mediate a meeting with the governor on the day of his capture. Against
this backdrop, Hernandez questions the Mexican government's refusal to execute the extradition
warrant against Rocha Moya and criticizes President Claudia Sheinbaum for focusing on the FBI’s alleged
role in the operation rather than the broader political implications of the case. The episode also features
interviews with journalists who covered the public exhibition of the aircraft used to transport Zambada
to the United States, arguing that U.S. authorities never claimed to have entered Mexican territory to
carry out the arrest, but only described taking custody of the drug trafficker after the aircraft landed in
New Mexico.

09/07/2026, Anabel Hernandez with Marcos Martinez and Carlos Alvarez, Narcosistema

The “El Mayo” Zambada case exposes the depth of Sinaloa’s institutional crisis — Hablemos

Hablemos examines the political and security implications of the capture of Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada
through the lens of Sinaloa’s prolonged crisis. In conversation with Noroeste Director Adrian Lépez,
Denise Maerker argues that the events of July 25, 2024, remain insufficiently explained and continue
to shape the state’s security, political and economic landscape. The discussion contends that unresolved
questions surrounding the alleged involvement of public officials, the murder of Héctor Melesio Cuén,
the disappearance of key witnesses and the limited progress of federal investigations have prevented a
full understanding of the case. Lopez also argues that the federal government's renewed focus on
alleged U.S. intervention seeks to shift attention away from broader concerns over institutional collusion
with organized crime and the state's inability to contain the violence that has followed. The episode


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/narcosistema-con-anabel-hern%C3%A1ndez/id1760070312?l=en-GB
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concludes that clarifying the events surrounding Zambada’s capture would be essential not only for
Sinaloa, but also for strengthening accountability and the rule of law in Mexico.
13/07/2026, Denise Maerker with Adrian Lépez, Hablemos

Mexican Culture & Society

The 2026 World Cup redefined public space and urban life in Mexico City — Al Habla con Warkentin
Al Habla con Warkentin explores how the 2026 FIFA World Cup transformed the use of public space in
Mexico City. In conversation with architect Lorenzo Diaz Campos, Gabriela Warkentin examines the
unprecedented gatherings along Paseo de la Reforma and the Zécalo, where hundreds of thousands of
people watched matches on large public screens. Diaz argues that technology extended the stadium
experience into the city, creating a more open and inclusive "urban stadium" that contrasted with the
limited access to official venues. He also reflects on the role of public spaces as places of civic
interaction, identity and social cohesion, suggesting that the phenomenon offers an opportunity to
rethink urban design and promote a more accessible and participatory city. The episode concludes that
the World Cup left a lasting lesson on the potential of public space to create shared experiences that
strengthen citizens’ sense of belonging beyond the sporting event itself.

08/07/2026, Gabriela Warkentin with Lorenzo Diaz Campos, Al habla... con Warkentin

The axolotl reflects Mexico’s biodiversity, identity and conservation challenges — Mexico: The Podcast
Mexico: The Podcast explores the cultural, historical and scientific significance of the axolotl, one of
Mexico’s most iconic endemic species. The hosts explain how the amphibian became closely associated
with the Aztec god Xolotl, symbolizing transformation, regeneration and the connection between life
and death. The conversation also examines the axolotl’s growing prominence in contemporary Mexican
identity, from its appearance on the 50-peso banknote to its adoption as a symbol of Mexico City during
the 2026 FIFA World Cup. Beyond its cultural relevance, the episode highlights the species’
extraordinary regenerative abilities, which have made it a valuable subject for biomedical research, while
warning that habitat loss, pollution, invasive species and unsustainable agricultural practices have
pushed wild axolotl populations to the brink of extinction. The hosts argue that protecting the species
ultimately requires restoring the ecosystems of Xochimilco and promoting more sustainable
environmental management across the Valley of Mexico.

11/07/2026, Beau Villeneuve and Alex Gonzalez Obrador, Mexico: The Podcast

The 2026 World Cup reignited the debate over Mexico City’s urban future — Sal con Amigos

Sal con Amigos explores the legacy of the 2026 FIFA World Cup as a starting point for discussing the
long-term challenges facing Mexico City’s urban development. In conversation with architect Jorge
Gamboa de Buen, Salvador Camarena argues that the tournament demonstrated the city’s ability to host
global events and reclaim its public spaces, while also exposing persistent shortcomings in mobility,


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/al-habla-con-warkentin/id1562328065?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexico-the-podcast/id1790683164?l=en-GB
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infrastructure and urban planning. The guests contend that the World Cup’s success was driven not only
by institutional coordination but also by the adaptability of the city’s residents, emphasizing that Mexico
City now requires a long-term vision to improve quality of life and address its structural challenges. The
episode also reflects on the legacy of renowned architect Teodoro Gonzalez de Ledn, marking the
centenary of his birth and highlighting his contribution to shaping Mexico City through architecture that
combines functionality, durability and integration with the public realm.

09/07/2026, Salvador Camarena with Jorge Gamboa de Buen, Sal con amigos



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/sal-con-amigos/id1869361415?l=en-GB

