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In business and economics, Whitepaper 10, MexMoves, Dimes y Billetes, La Estrategia del Dia, and
Rodcast agree that artificial intelligence has become a defining driver of investment, competitiveness,
and economic growth. The episodes examine opportunities linked to data centers, energy infrastructure,
e-commerce, digital financial services, and nearshoring, while arguing that Mexico's long-term success
will depend on strengthening its infrastructure and providing greater certainty for investment.

México Podcast Chatter - 1 de julio de 2026

In domestic politics, Hablemos, Broojula, Botepronto, Politica y Otros Datos, and Tercer Grado converge
on the idea that democratic institutions are returning to the center of Mexico's political debate ahead
of the 2027 elections. Through discussions on the 2006 presidential election, the autonomy of the INE,
the emergence of new political parties, and Morena's internal dynamics, the episodes reflect growing
concern over institutional resilience and public confidence in the electoral system.

On security, Narcosistema and Ciberdidlogos examine impunity and institutional weakness as two of the
country's most persistent challenges. While Narcosistema explores the political implications of former
U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar's recent revelations, Ciberdidlogos focuses on the shortcomings of
Mexico's justice system and the need to strengthen the institutions responsible for investigating and
prosecuting crime. Together, the episodes argue that a more effective justice system remains essential
to improving both security and governance.

Finally, in history and culture, Mexico: The Podcast traces how football evolved from a sport introduced
by British communities into one of the defining symbols of Mexican national identity. By examining the
development of iconic clubs and the relationship between sport, industrialization, and mass media, the
episode shows how football mirrors Mexico's broader economic, political, and cultural transformation.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

Al and Reindustrialization Are Reshaping Mexico’s Competitive Position — Rodcast

Rodcast features an in-depth conversation between Rodrigo Pacheco and Jesus Carmona, former
President of Schneider Electric Mexico and current Senior Advisor to several U.S.-based private equity
firms, on how artificial intelligence, energy infrastructure, and U.S. reindustrialization are transforming
North America’s economic landscape. Carmona argues that the United States is rapidly investing to
regain its competitive edge over China through massive spending on data centers, electrical
infrastructure, robotics, and Al-driven manufacturing. Against this backdrop, he warns that Mexico must
redefine its competitive advantage, as traditional strengths such as low-cost skilled labor could become
less decisive as automation and artificial intelligence reduce production costs in the United States. The
discussion also explores the growing role of private equity, the opportunities and limitations of
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nearshoring, supply chain bottlenecks for critical electrical equipment and strategic minerals, and the
importance of expanding Mexico’s energy and industrial capacity to preserve its integration with the
U.S. economy.

30/06/26, Rodrigo Pacheco with Jestis Carmona, Rodcast

The INE’s Autonomy and the Limits of Morena'’s Electoral Reform Agenda — Broojula

Broojula continues its conversation with journalist Ernesto Nunez Albarran about his book Que el pueblo
decida: la democracia segun la Cuarta Transformacion, focusing on the evolution of Mexico’'s National
Electoral Institute (INE) and the impact of the electoral reforms promoted by Morena. Speaking with
Ana Paula Ordorica, Nunez argues that while the ruling party failed to fundamentally overhaul the INE
through constitutional reform, it has gradually increased its influence over the institution by appointing
councilors perceived as politically aligned with the government, reshaping its relationship with the
executive branch. At the same time, he contends that the INE’s professional civil service, technical
expertise, and well-established electoral procedures have preserved its operational capacity and
institutional resilience. The discussion also examines Mexico’s recall referendum mechanism, arguing
that its constitutional design has turned it into a tool for political ratification rather than genuine
democratic accountability, while highlighting missed opportunities to modernize the electoral system
through administrative and technological reforms.

30/06/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Ernesto Nunez Albarran, Broojula

Extreme Wealth Concentration Raises New Challenges for Democracy — Al habla con Warkentin

Al habla... con Warkentin features economist Mercedes D’Alessandro in a discussion on the economic,
political, and social implications of the growing concentration of wealth worldwide. Using Elon Musk’s
rise as the world’s first trillionaire as a starting point, the conversation explores how the expansion of
major technology companies and artificial intelligence has accelerated the accumulation of wealth
among a small group of billionaires while increasing their influence over political, regulatory, and
democratic processes. D’Alessandro argues that this phenomenon extends beyond individual
entrepreneurial success, emphasizing that many of these fortunes have also benefited from public
investment, government contracts, and publicly funded technological innovation. She further contends
that the concentration of wealth and technological power has become one of the defining challenges
for economic equality and democratic governance, underscoring the need to rethink taxation,
regulation, and competition policies to ensure that the benefits of Al-driven innovation are more broadly
shared across society.

29/06/26, Gabriela Warkentin with Mercedes D'Alessandro, Al habla con Warkentin

Mercado Libre Bets on Al and Long-Term Growth in Mexico — MexMoves
MexMoves reviews Mexico’s latest economic indicators, including stronger-than-expected growth,
easing inflation, and the government’s renewed focus on expanding renewable energy capacity, while
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also discussing investment opportunities in mining and artificial intelligence. The episode features an
extensive interview with Leandro Cuccioli, Senior Vice President at Mercado Libre, who outlines the
company'’s long-term strategy for Mexico, the rapid expansion of Mercado Pago, and the growing role
of artificial intelligence across its operations. Cuccioli argues that, despite a moderate economic
environment, Mexico remains one of Mercado Libre's most promising markets due to the low
penetration of e-commerce and digital financial services. He also highlights how Al is already improving
productivity and customer experience, reinforcing the company’s strategy of prioritizing long-term
growth over short-term profitability.

25/06/26, Damien Fraser and Eduardo Garcia with Leandro Cuccioli, MexMoves

World Cup, Elon Musk, and USMCA Uncertainty Shape Mexico’'s Economic Outlook — Dimes y Billetes
Dimes y Billetes reviews the main economic developments of June, focusing on the early impact of the
2026 FIFA World Cup on Mexico, Elon Musk’s growing business empire, and renewed uncertainty
surrounding the USMCA. Mauricio Dieck and Kevin Montras argue that while the World Cup has
generated noticeable increases in tourism, hospitality, and consumer spending in host cities, its
economic benefits remain concentrated in short-term consumption and are likely to favor FIFA,
multinational sponsors, and large hospitality businesses more than local enterprises. The discussion also
examines SpaceX’s record valuation and Elon Musk’s brief rise as the world’s first trillionaire in English-
language terms, highlighting how financial markets increasingly reward long-term narratives and
founder-driven leadership rather than traditional valuation metrics. Finally, the hosts analyze President
Donald Trump'’s renewed criticism of the USMCA, warning that persistent uncertainty surrounding the
agreement could discourage investment decisions and undermine Mexico’s nearshoring strategy. They
argue that strengthening domestic demand, improving education, and reducing dependence on the U.S.
market will be essential for enhancing the country’s long-term economic resilience.

30/06/26, Mauricio Dieck with Kevin Montras, Dimes y Billetes

Al Supply Chains and Mexico’s Opportunity in the Global Tech Race — Whitepaper 10

Whitepaper 10 examines Mexico’s emerging role in the artificial intelligence supply chain following new
research showing that the country has become one of the largest exporters to the United States of
products linked to Al infrastructure and data centers. Joined by business journalist Rodrigo Pacheco,
Karla Berman argues that while Mexico is unlikely to become a producer of advanced semiconductors,
it is well positioned to capitalize on growing demand for electrical equipment, cooling systems,
networking hardware, transformers, and other critical components supporting the rapid expansion of Al
infrastructure in North America. The conversation highlights the unprecedented scale of investment by
major technology companies, the opportunities created by nearshoring, and the need for an industrial
policy that enables Mexico to move up the value chain rather than remaining a supplier of intermediate
goods. Beyond Al, the episode explores the profitability of Mexico’s banking sector, the evolution of
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digital banks, changing consumer media habits, branded entertainment as a marketing strategy, and the
governance of family-owned businesses.
24/06/26, Karla Berman with Rodrigo Pacheco, Whitepaper 10

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

La Estrategia del Dia focused on the key economic, business, and geopolitical developments shaping
Mexico and global markets during the final week of the second quarter of 2026. Throughout the week,
the podcast examined Banco de México’s decision to hold interest rates, inflation trends, stock market
expectations for the second half of the year, and the performance of major companies including Pemex,
Alphabet, Petrobras, OpenAl, Mercado Libre, and emerging Al-related firms. It also covered the
extension of Mexico’s mandatory mobile line registration deadline, the economic impact of the 2026
FIFA World Cup, McDonald’s World Cup marketing strategy, WhatsApp's latest features, Prime Day
consumer trends, and ongoing discussions surrounding the USMCA and U.S. trade deficits. On the
international front, the podcast followed the aftermath of the earthquakes in Venezuela, regional
humanitarian assistance, the screwworm outbreak affecting Mexico and the United States, and political
developments in Colombia and Peru. Together, the episodes portray an environment in which monetary
policy, technological innovation, corporate performance, and geopolitical uncertainty continue to shape
the outlook for businesses, investors, and policymakers in Mexico and across the region.
25/06/26-01/07/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

Twenty Years Later, Luis Carlos Ugalde Reflects on the 2006 Presidential Election — Hablemos
Hablemos marks the twentieth anniversary of Mexico’s 2006 presidential election through an in-depth
conversation with former Federal Electoral Institute (IFE) President Luis Carlos Ugalde, revisiting one of
the country’s most consequential electoral crises. Ugalde argues that the post-election conflict was the
culmination of years of growing institutional and political polarization, fueled by the confrontation
between President Vicente Fox and Andrés Manuel Lépez Obrador, the latter's impeachment
proceedings, disputes over the composition of the IFE’'s General Council, and increasingly aggressive
campaign tactics. While defending the legality of the electoral authority’s decisions, Ugalde
acknowledges that, in hindsight, publishing the quick count ranges on election night and removing
negative campaign advertisements earlier would have strengthened public confidence in the process.
The discussion also explores the limits of democratic institutions when political actors prioritize
confrontation over institutional restraint, emphasizing that no electoral authority can preserve
democratic stability without a shared commitment to respecting the rules of the game.

30/06/26, Denisse Maerker with Luis Carlos Ugalde, Hablemos
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Latin America’s Democratic Backsliding and Mexico’s Regional Blind Spot — Sal con Amigos

Sal con Amigos features international affairs expert Fausto Pretelin in a conversation about the growing
erosion of democracy across Latin America and Mexico’s diminishing engagement with the region.
Pretelin argues that Mexico’s foreign policy has become overly focused on its relationship with the
United States, limiting its ability to build strategic alliances with Latin American countries and weakening
regional initiatives such as the Pacific Alliance. The discussion examines the rise of populist and outsider
candidates, using Colombia’s recent presidential election as a case study to illustrate how political
polarization, public dissatisfaction, and insecurity are reshaping electoral dynamics throughout the
region. Pretelin also reflects on the institutional constraints facing leaders such as Gustavo Petro and
Gabriel Boric, warning that constitutional reforms and the concentration of executive power have
become recurring features of contemporary populism. Turning to Mexico, he contends that recent
institutional changes mirror broader regional democratic trends and stresses the importance of
maintaining constitutional checks and balances.

24/06/26, Salvador Camarena with Fausto Pretelin, Sal con Amigos.

Morena’s Early Gubernatorial Race Exposes Internal Divisions Ahead of 2027 — Botepronto
Botepronto examines the political implications of Morena’s early process to select gubernatorial
candidates for the 2027 elections, highlighting the unusually large number of aspirants competing in
several states and the tensions this could generate within the ruling party. The panel argues that the
internal contest is likely to deepen rivalries among regional factions, leaving many disappointed
contenders whose political influence could complicate future campaigns. The discussion also questions
the legality of these early selection processes, criticizing the National Electoral Institute (INE) for its
limited response to what the participants describe as the normalization of premature campaigning. The
hosts contend that the outcome of these contests will play a significant role in shaping President Claudia
Sheinbaum’s political legacy, as the governors elected in 2027 will form the core of her political coalition
during the second half of her administration. In a second segment, the episode analyzes the federal
government’s agreement with the CNTE teachers’ union to end its protest encampment in Mexico City,
arguing that the deal offers only a temporary solution while leaving unresolved the structural problems
affecting Mexico’s education system and labor relations.

24/06/26, Carlos Puig, Maria Amparo Casar, Carlos Heredia, and Salvador Camarena, Botepronto

New Political Parties Face Questions Over Representation and Democratic Accountability — Politica
y Otros Datos

Politica y Otros Datos examines the potential registration of four new political parties ahead of Mexico’s
2027 elections, exploring whether they represent genuine political alternatives or simply reinforce
existing dynamics within the party system. Host Mariel Ibarra is joined by former INE Councilor Claudia
Zavala and electoral law expert Arturo Espinoza to discuss the role political parties play in representative
democracies, the incentives created by Mexico’s public financing model, and the growing public distrust
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toward political organizations. The conversation argues that while a plural party system is essential for
democratic competition, many emerging parties are closely linked to established political figures or
existing partisan networks, raising questions about their capacity to broaden political representation.
The episode also reviews the legal requirements for obtaining party registration, the INE’s oversight
mechanisms, internal party democracy, campaign financing, and the persistent problem of improper
party affiliations, emphasizing the need for stronger enforcement and greater transparency.

25/06/26, Mariel Ibarra con Claudia Zavala y Arturo Espinoza, Politica y Otros Datos

Colombia’s Election, USMCA, and the World Cup Shape Mexico’s Political Debate — Tercer Grado
Tercer Grado analyzes the implications of Colombia’s presidential election, growing tensions in the
Mexico-U.S. relationship, and the social impact of the 2026 FIFA World Cup. The panel argues that
Colombia’s shift toward the right reflects widespread frustration with insecurity and political
polarization, while discussing whether similar dynamics could emerge elsewhere in Latin America. The
conversation also examines President Donald Trump's latest comments on the USMCA, increasing U.S.
pressure on security cooperation, and the political implications of revelations made by former U.S.
Ambassador Ken Salazar. Finally, the panel describes the World Cup as a rare moment of national unity
that has temporarily eased political tensions and improved Mexico’s international image.

24/06/26, René Delgado, Denise Maerker, Enrique Acevedo, Leo Zuckermann, and Leopoldo Gémez,
Tercer Grado

Weekly Summary — El Noti

El Noti focused on the knockout stage of the 2026 FIFA World Cup while tracking the political, security,
and international developments that shaped the week. The podcast followed Mexico’s progression to
the Round of 16, record tournament attendance, and the elimination of traditional football powers such
as Germany and the Netherlands, alongside discussions on security measures surrounding the
tournament, including Mexico City's temporary alcohol restrictions. Beyond sports, the episodes
covered the devastating earthquakes in Venezuela, the ongoing humanitarian response, and reports of
thousands of people still missing. Domestically, the podcast examined the extension of Mexico’s
mandatory mobile line registration deadline, new legal complaints involving former Pemex executives,
disputes within Morena ahead of the 2027 gubernatorial races, and allegations that Mexican politicians
have cooperated with U.S. authorities as bilateral investigations into organized crime continue. The
program also reported on President Claudia Sheinbaum’s response to concerns over electricity
shortages, the planned transport workers’ strike, asset disclosures by Attorney General Alejandro Gertz
Manero, and political developments in Colombia and Peru. Together, the episodes portray a week in
which the World Cup dominated public attention while major political, judicial, and regional
developments continued to shape Mexico’s domestic agenda and its international environment.
25/06/26-01/07/26, El Noti
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Security and Crime

Anabel Hernandez Investigates the Alleged Lopez Obrador Confidant Identified by Ken Salazar —
Narcosistema

Narcosistema marks its 100th episode by examining revelations contained in former U.S. Ambassador
Ken Salazar’'s memoir regarding a businessman close to former President Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador—identified only as “The Whisperer”—who allegedly informed Salazar that Lépez Obrador was
concerned about the information Ismael “El Mayo” Zambada might disclose to U.S. authorities following
his capture. Drawing on previous investigations, public statements, and newly presented evidence,
investigative journalist Anabel Hernandez argues that the individual in question was Alfonso Romo,
Lépez Obrador’s former Chief of Staff and one of his closest advisers. The episode revisits the
circumstances surrounding Zambada’s arrest, alleged links between the Sinaloa Cartel and political
figures, and the U.S. Treasury Department’s actions against Vector Casa de Bolsa, a financial firm
founded by Romo that was accused of facilitating money laundering linked to organized crime.
Hernandez also questions the Mexican government’s response to Salazar’s claims and contends that the
case illustrates the close relationship between organized crime, political power, and segments of
Mexico’s business elite.

25/06/26, Anabel Hernandez, Narcosistema

Warns That Impunity Remains the Greatest Obstacle to Justice in Mexico — Ciberdialogos
Ciberdidlogos features a conversation between Ledn Krauze and Maria Elena Morera, president of the
civil society organization Causa en Comun, on the current state of Mexico’s justice system and the
challenges faced by crime victims. Morera argues that the country’s most pressing problem lies in the
chronic weaknesses of prosecutors’ offices, the lack of professionalization among prosecutors and
police forces, and persistently high levels of impunity that discourage victims from reporting crimes and
deny them effective access to justice. Throughout the interview, she criticizes the judicial reform
promoted by the current administration, contending that it failed to address the structural deficiencies
of the justice system and that electing judges cannot replace the need to strengthen the institutions
responsible for criminal investigations. They also examine security situations in states like Guerrero, the
influence of organized crime over local governance, and allegations of links between political figures and
criminal organizations, questioning the federal government’s response to these cases. Finally, Morera
rejects both the administration’s narrative that security conditions have significantly improved and calls
for authoritarian-style “tough on crime” policies, arguing instead that restoring the rule of law requires
stronger justice institutions, better protection for victims, and meaningful efforts to reduce impunity.
29/06/26, Leon Krauze with Maria Elena Morera, Ciberdidlogos con Ledén Krauze

Mexican Culture & Society
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Football as a Reflection of Mexico’s History, Identity, and Modernization — Mexico: The Podcast
Mexico: The Podcast explores the origins of Mexican football to explain how the sport became a central
part of the country’s national identity. Through a historical overview, the hosts trace the arrival of
Cornish miners to Real del Monte and Pachuca in the nineteenth century, showing how they introduced
both football and cultural traditions that remain embedded in Hidalgo today, including pastes. The
episode follows the sport’s evolution from early clubs founded by foreign communities to its adoption
by Mexican workers, companies, and religious organizations, highlighting how teams such as Pachuca,
Cruz Azul, Necaxa, and América reflect different stages of the country’s economic, industrial, and
political development. The discussion also examines the relationship between football, television, and
nationalism throughout the twentieth century, particularly through Televisa’s influence and the lasting
impact of the 1970 and 1986 World Cups on Mexico’s international image. Ultimately, the hosts argue
that while Mexico's national team has not achieved major global success, the country has built a
powerful identity as a host nation and passionate football culture, defined by celebration, collective
emotion, and spectacle.

25/06/26, Tavo Figueroa and Alex Gonzalez-Ormerod, Mexico: The Podcast
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