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Our top podcast recommendation this week is Hablemos. In a conversation with Economy Minister
Marcelo Ebrard, Denise Maerker explores the economic and geopolitical implications of the upcoming
USMCA review amid rising protectionism under Donald Trump, growing strategic competition between
the United States and China, and the broader reconfiguration of global supply chains. Ebrard argues that
Mexico is well positioned to benefit from nearshoring and North America’s efforts to reduce its
dependence on Asian manufacturing in strategic sectors such as electronics, pharmaceuticals, and
advanced manufacturing.
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In business and economics, Broojula, Chisme Corporativo, Whitepaper 10, MexMoves, and La Estrategia
del Dia converge around a common theme: technology continues to reshape investment opportunities,
competitive dynamics, and long-term economic growth. The episodes examine everything from the
growing use of artificial intelligence during the 2026 World Cup to the soaring valuation of SpaceX and
the increasing global reach of Chinese brands across technology, mobility, and consumer markets.
MexMoves complements this discussion by arguing that while financial digitalization, stablecoins, and
the fintech ecosystem continue to create new opportunities for Mexico, sustainable growth will
ultimately depend on the country’s ability to address structural challenges related to productivity,
education, and institutional capacity.

In politics, Botepronto, Politica y Otros Datos, Tercer Grado, and El Noti agree that the ongoing conflict
with the CNTE remains one of the most significant governance challenges facing President Claudia
Sheinbaum’s administration. The discussions suggest that the World Cup has become the backdrop for
broader debates over education, mobility, public services, and government effectiveness, while
teachers’ protests continue to generate both political and economic costs for federal and local
authorities. At the same time, the episodes highlight growing concerns over the fiscal viability of the
union’s demands and the challenges of developing long-term solutions for Mexico’s education system.

On security, Narcosistema and Sal con Amigos explore different dimensions of the same underlying
issue: persistent violence and institutional weakness across several regions of the country. While
Narcosistema focuses on the political and legal implications of the allegations against former Sinaloa
governor Rubén Rocha Moya and their potential impact on Morena and U.S.-Mexico relations, Sal con
Amigos examines how insecurity continues to affect daily life, economic activity, and journalism in
Sinaloa. Together, the episodes suggest that security challenges remain a key factor shaping both
governance and regional development prospects.

Finally, in history and culture, Ciberdialogos uses the 2026 World Cup as a lens through which to
examine broader debates about globalization, migration, nationalism, and identity. The conversation
explores how football continues to reflect larger social and political transformations, while also
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highlighting the tensions surrounding the tournament’s organization in the United States. Taken
together, the episode suggests that the World Cup remains one of the few global events capable of
bringing discussions about politics, society, and identity onto a truly international stage.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

Artificial Intelligence and the Most Technologically Advanced World Cup in History — Broojula
Broojula explores how artificial intelligence has become one of the defining features of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, transforming both the fan experience and the way players, referees, and organizers operate.
In conversation with Fernando Telles, Ana Paula Ordorica examines applications ranging from tactical
analysis and biometric monitoring to augmented reality and Al-powered security systems. The
discussion also addresses concerns surrounding privacy, surveillance, and the impact of Al on
employment. Overall, the episode argues that the World Cup serves as a showcase for how artificial
intelligence is becoming increasingly integrated into large-scale sports, entertainment, and security
experiences.

22/06/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Fernando Telles, Broojula

Growth, Education, and Mexico’s Long-Term Competitiveness — MexMoves

MexMoves examines several of the forces shaping Mexico’s economic outlook, from World Cup-related
spending and digital finance to the structural challenges limiting long-term growth. Damien Fraser and
Eduardo Garcia discuss recent GDP figures, arguing that weak productivity and stagnant educational
outcomes remain among the country’s biggest obstacles to sustained economic development. The
conversation explores how deficiencies in the education system, ongoing teacher protests, and limited
social mobility undermine Mexico’s ability to build the skilled workforce needed to attract investment
and boost competitiveness. The episode also highlights efforts to accelerate financial inclusion through
digital banking reforms, the growing adoption of stablecoins for cross-border payments, and the rapid
expansion of Mexico's fintech ecosystem. Overall, the discussion argues that while technological
innovation and financial modernization offer significant opportunities, Mexico’s long-term growth
prospects will depend on its ability to address deeper structural challenges in education, productivity,
and institutional development.

18/06/26, Damien Fraser and Eduardo Garcia, MexMoves

Financial Fraud, Risk and the Cost of Chasing High Returns — Dimes y Billetes

Dimes y Billetes examines the growing number of financial frauds, bankruptcies, and failed investment
schemes in Mexico through the case of Financiera Trinitas. In conversation with attorney Horacio
Garcia, Moris Dieck explores how trust, reputation, and the promise of above-market returns often lead
investors to overlook due diligence and underestimate risk. The discussion highlights the vulnerabilities
of SOFOM structures, the limitations of regulatory oversight, and the challenges investors face when


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB
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trying to recover their money after a financial collapse. It also emphasizes the importance of
diversification, understanding investment vehicles, and recognizing that higher returns inevitably carry
higher risks. Overall, the episode argues that financial education and rigorous risk assessment remain
the best defenses against fraud and poor investment decisions.

22/06/26, Moris Dieck with Horacio Garcia, Dimes y Billetes

Chinese Brands Go Global — and Many Consumers Don’t Even Realize It — Whitepaper 10
Whitepaper 10 examines the growing global influence of Chinese companies, arguing that China is no
longer just a manufacturing hub but an increasingly important source of consumer brands, technology
platforms, and global capital. Karla Berman and René Lankenau discuss the expansion of Chinese
automakers, retailers, technology firms, and fintech companies, as well as the growing trend of Chinese
investors acquiring established international brands while preserving their local identities. Using
examples ranging from BYD and Xiaomi to Volvo, Lenovo, Club Med, and Golden Goose, the
conversation explores how Chinese companies are reshaping industries and consumer perceptions
around the world. Overall, the episode argues that businesses can no longer view Chinese firms solely
as suppliers or low-cost competitors, but as increasingly influential global brands, investors, and market
leaders.

22/06/26, Karla Berman and René Lankenau, Whitepaper 10

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

La Estrategia del Dia focused on the economic, financial, and business implications of a rapidly changing
global environment. Throughout the week, the podcast examined monetary policy decisions by the
Federal Reserve and Banxico, the outlook for digital payments in Mexico, and the role of institutions
such as Banxico in maintaining economic stability. The coverage also followed major corporate
developments, including SpaceX'’s financing plans, the surge in Getty Images’ stock price, Apple’s
challenges in artificial intelligence, and the evolving strategies of technology and social media platforms
during the World Cup. In Latin America, attention centered on the Pemex-Petrobras partnership,
political developments in Colombia, and efforts to attract investment in renewable energy. Overall, the
week’s episodes highlighted how geopolitical uncertainty, technological disruption, and shifting market
expectations continue to reshape business strategies, investment decisions, and economic policy across
the region.

16/06/26-22/06/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

Trump, USMCA, and North America’s Emerging Trade Order — Hablemos
Hablemos features Economy Minister Marcelo Ebrard discussing the upcoming USMCA review amid
rising protectionism, geopolitical tensions, and growing strategic competition between the United States



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
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and China. Ebrard argues that despite recent strains in the bilateral relationship, Mexico remains in a
relatively strong position due to its deep economic integration with the United States and its potential
role in reducing North America’s dependence on Asian supply chains. The conversation explores
ongoing negotiations over rules of origin, tariffs, investment certainty, and the future of the trade
agreement, while also addressing concerns that more frequent reviews could discourage long-term
investment. More broadly, the episode frames the USMCA review as part of a larger transformation in
the global economic order, in which Mexico is seeking to position itself as a critical partner in North
America’s efforts to strengthen regional manufacturing, supply chain resilience, and economic security.
23/06/26, Denisse Maerker with Marcelo Ebrard, Hablemos

Living Through Violence: Sinaloa Beyond the Headlines — Sal con Amigos

Sal con Amigos explores the human impact of the ongoing conflict in Sinaloa through a conversation
with journalist Silber Meza. Speaking with Salvador Camarena, Meza reflects on how nearly two years
of violence have transformed daily life, local businesses, public spaces, and perceptions of security
across the state. The discussion examines the deep penetration of organized crime into political,
economic, and social structures, while challenging the notion that the crisis is solely a Sinaloa problem.
Meza argues that the conflict reflects broader national and international dynamics, including state
failures, corruption, and the global drug trade. The conversation also addresses the challenges of
reporting on violence, the role of local journalism, and the difficulty of restoring normality amid ongoing
instability. Overall, the episode argues that understanding Sinaloa requires moving beyond stereotypes
and recognizing the profound social and economic costs that prolonged violence imposes on entire
communities.

17/06/26, Salvador Camarena with Silber Meza, Sal con Amigos.

The CNTE, the World Cup, and Mexico City’s Governance Challenges — Botepronto

Botepronto examines the ongoing dispute between the CNTE teachers’ union and the federal
government, as well as the political challenges facing both President Claudia Sheinbaum and Mexico
City Mayor Clara Brugada. The panel discusses Sheinbaum’s decision to bypass union leadership and
engage directly with rank-and-file teachers, while protests continue to disrupt mobility and economic
activity in the capital. The conversation also explores the fiscal constraints limiting the government’s
ability to meet the union’s key demands and the broader impact of the conflict on Mexico’s education
system. In addition, the episode assesses Brugada’s performance during the opening weeks of the World
Cup, highlighting concerns over persistent structural issues such as public transportation, infrastructure,
public services, and corruption. Overall, the discussion argues that beyond the World Cup spotlight,
both the federal and city governments face deeper governance challenges that will require long-term
solutions rather than short-term crisis management.

17/06/26, Carlos Puig, Maria Scherer, Salvador Camarena, and Carlos Heredia, Botepronto


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
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The CNTE, Union Power, and the Challenges Facing Public Education — Politica y Otros Datos
Politica y Otros Datos examines the role of the CNTE as a political and labor force within Mexico’s
education system, as well as the implications of its current demands for public finances and educational
outcomes. In conversation with education and pension policy experts, Mariel Ibarra explores the
organization’s origins, its relationship with the SNTE, and how protests and mobilizations have become
a recurring tool to influence labor, budgetary, and political decisions. The discussion analyzes demands
such as reversing pension reforms, eliminating the USICAMM teacher evaluation and promotion system,
and restoring greater union influence over teaching positions. It also considers the impact that strikes
and school closures have on millions of students across the country. Overall, the episode argues that
the current conflict reflects a broader debate about the governance of Mexico’s education system, the
allocation of public resources, and the challenge of balancing teachers’ labor rights with students’ access
to quality education.

18/06/26, Mariel Ibarra with Alejandra Macias and Erick Avilés, Politica y Otros Datos

The CNTE, World Cup Protests, and the Opposition’s Search for a Political Path Forward — Tercer The
World Cup, the CNTE, and Mexico’s Political Balancing Act — Tercer Grado

Tercer Grado examines three of the most prominent political developments of the week: President
Claudia Sheinbaum’s decision not to attend the World Cup opening match, the government’s evolving
strategy toward the CNTE teachers’ union, and renewed pressure from the Trump administration on
security cooperation. The panel debates whether Sheinbaum’s absence from the stadium reflected
political caution or a missed opportunity to project leadership during a major international event. The
discussion also analyzes the apparent weakening of the CNTE’s leverage after weeks of protests, with
several participants arguing that the government has successfully shifted negotiations away from union
leadership and toward state-level structures and rank-and-file teachers. Finally, the episode explores
Donald Trump’s latest comments on organized crime in Mexico, highlighting the contrast between
increasingly close bilateral security cooperation and the confrontational rhetoric that continues to shape
the political relationship. Overall, the conversation suggests that Sheinbaum has weathered a politically
challenging week, though significant questions remain about governance, representation, and the future
of Mexico-U.S. relations.

18/06/26, Denisse Maerker, René Delgado, Viri Rios, Raymundo Riva Palacio, Leopoldo Gémez and
Enrique Acevedo, Tercer Grado

Weekly Summary — El Noti

El Noti continued to track the intersection between the 2026 World Cup and Mexico’s political agenda.
Throughout the week, episodes focused on the dispute between the CNTE and the federal government,
the tournament’s impact on mobility, security, and commercial activity in Mexico City, and debates over
a potential alcohol ban during Mexico’'s matches. The podcast also followed President Claudia
Sheinbaum’s responses to domestic and diplomatic pressures, the early positioning of candidates ahead
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of the 2027 elections, and the internal political maneuvering beginning to shape future gubernatorial
races. International coverage highlighted Gianni Infantino’s growing visibility during the World Cup,
Donald Trump’s latest remarks on Mexico, and developments surrounding the U.S.-Iran ceasefire.
Overall, the week’s episodes portrayed a political environment in which the World Cup has become the
backdrop for debates over governance, electoral strategy, and public order.

16/06/26-22/06/26, El Noti

Security and Crime

The Allegations Against Rocha Moya and Their Potential Impact on Morena — Narcosistema
Narcosistema examines the criminal allegations brought in the United States against former Sinaloa
Governor Rubén Rocha Moya and the potential political consequences for Morena and the broader U.S.-
Mexico relationship. Anabel Herndndez reviews the charges linking Rocha Moya to the Sinaloa Cartel,
as well as reports of ongoing negotiations between Mexican and U.S. authorities over security
cooperation and judicial proceedings. The discussion explores how a potential trial in the United States
could affect key figures within the ruling movement and shape the Mexican government’s security
strategy. The episode also highlights the continued violence against journalists in Mexico and the
persistent impunity surrounding attacks on the press. Overall, the episode argues that the Rocha Moya
case could become one of the most consequential political and judicial challenges facing Morena, with
significant implications for bilateral relations and perceptions of Mexico’s efforts to combat organized
crime.

18/06/26, Anabel Hernandez, Narcosistema

Mexican Culture & Society

The World Cup as a Mirror of Globalization and Identity — Ciberdidlogos

Ciberdidlogos explores how the 2026 FIFA World Cup reflects broader debates about globalization,
migration, nationalism, and cultural identity. In conversation with sports journalist Martin del Palacio,
Ledn Krauze argues that football remains one of the few global phenomena capable of generating
moments of collective unity amid increasing political polarization. The discussion examines how modern
national teams challenge simplistic notions of identity, highlighting the role of migration and
multiculturalism in shaping countries such as France, Morocco, Spain, and the United States. The episode
also addresses the tensions surrounding the tournament’s organization in the United States, including
immigration policies, visa restrictions, and FIFA’s relationship with the Trump administration. Finally, the
conversation explores the structural factors behind football development in countries such as France
and reflects on the challenges preventing Mexico from becoming a top-tier football power. Overall, the
episode argues that football serves as a powerful lens through which to understand contemporary
debates about identity, globalization, and international cooperation.
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18/06/26, Ledén Krauze with Martin del Palacio, Ciberdialogos con Leén Krauze



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/peniley-ram%C3%ADrez-hay-cosas-importantes-en-com%C3%BAn-entre/id1554136562?i=1000768429370&l=es-MX

