
 

   

 

México Podcast Chatter – 17 de junio de 2026 
 

As the World Cup enters its second week, Broojula, Whitepaper 10, Chisme Corporativo, and La Estrategia 
del Día agree that technology, sport, and infrastructure are redefining new investment opportunities. 
While Broojula and Whitepaper 10 analyze SpaceX's IPO as a symbol of an increasingly commercial space 
economy, Chisme Corporativo and La Estrategia del Día examine the 2026 tournament as a platform for 
urban positioning, consumption, tourism, and investment. 
 
On business and economics, Fintech Briefing examines how competition in the digital financial sector is 
shifting away from relying solely on attractive apps and toward licenses, funding, regulation, and 
infrastructure. Drawing on cases such as Revolut, Banco Plata, Mercado Pago, and Brazil's PIX, the 
episode argues that the future of fintech will increasingly depend on its capacity to operate within 
complex regulatory frameworks and compete for strategic financial infrastructure. 
 
MexMoves rounds out the picture by portraying a Mexican economy pressured by population aging, the 
challenges of the pension system, and the need to expand financial inclusion. 
 
In politics, Hablemos, Botepronto, Política y Otros Datos, Tercer Grado, and El Noti agree that the start 
of the 2026 World Cup has become a showcase for unresolved social and political tensions. Teachers’ 
protests led by the CNTE, demands from families of missing persons, concerns over infrastructure, and 
the fiscal limits of negotiations with organized labor have placed the government under pressure during 
a moment of intense international visibility. Collectively, these episodes suggest that the tournament 
will be not only a logistical challenge but also a test of governance for Morena. 
 
On security, Modern Mexico Podcast and Narcosistema explore the contrast between the international 
spotlight generated by the World Cup and Mexico’s persistent challenges related to violence, 
disappearances, and organized crime. While Modern Mexico Podcast focuses on Jalisco and the 
coexistence of economic dynamism with ongoing security concerns, Narcosistema uses the 
disappearance of journalist Roxana Berenice Guzmán to highlight the broader crisis of disappearances, 
violence against the press, and enduring impunity. 
 
Finally, in history and culture, Mexico: The Podcast and Ciberdiálogos examine how Mexican identity 
continues to be shaped by national symbols, historical memory, and technological change. While 
Mexico: The Podcast explores the National Anthem as a tool of nation-building and state formation, 
Ciberdiálogos reflects on the future of books, reading, and literary creation in an era increasingly 
influenced by artificial intelligence. 
 
Mexico Business, Economics & Finance 
 



 
 

   

 

SpaceX, Elon Musk, and the Bet on the Space Economy — Broojula 
Broojula examines SpaceX’s historic initial public offering and what it represents for the future of the 
global economy, artificial intelligence, and space exploration. In conversation with Jorge Suárez-Vélez, 
Ana Paula Ordorica explores the factors behind the company’s record-breaking valuation and strong 
investor enthusiasm, highlighting the role of Starlink, the dramatic reduction in launch costs, and 
expectations surrounding new business opportunities linked to digital infrastructure and data processing 
beyond Earth. The episode argues that SpaceX symbolizes a new era in which the space economy is 
evolving from a government- and science-led endeavor into a commercial industry with direct 
applications in connectivity, artificial intelligence, and global services. The conversation also addresses 
the debate over wealth concentration around figures such as Elon Musk, contrasting concerns about 
inequality with arguments that emphasize value creation, technological innovation, and investment 
ecosystems. Overall, the episode suggests that SpaceX’s significance may extend well beyond financial 
markets, potentially redefining the next frontier of global technological development. 
15/06/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Jorge Suárez-Vélez, Broojula 

 

Fintech, Regulation, and the New Competition for Financial Infrastructure — Fintech Expert 
Fintech Briefing examines how competition in the digital financial sector has evolved beyond user-
friendly apps and sleek interfaces to focus on access to funding, regulatory compliance, and the 
development of large-scale financial infrastructure. The episode explores the expansion of players such 
as Revolut, Banco Plata, and Mercado Pago in Mexico, highlighting the strategic importance of banking 
licenses, international capital, and the use of real-time transactional data to expand lending operations. 
The discussion also reviews the regulatory challenges facing digital financial institutions, including the 
postponement of new investment products by Hey Banco and increasing scrutiny from financial 
authorities. In addition, the episode analyzes Brazil’s PIX payment system as an example of how digital 
payment networks have become matters of economic sovereignty and geopolitical competition. Overall, 
the conversation argues that the future of fintech will depend less on platform design and more on firms’ 
ability to navigate increasingly complex regulatory frameworks while securing the capital and 
infrastructure needed to scale sustainably.  
12/06/26, Fintech Briefing, Fintech Briefing 
 
The Economics of Hosting a World Cup and the Business Behind Global Sporting Events — Chisme 
Corporativo 
Chisme Corporativo examines the economic rationale behind the competition among countries and 
cities to host major international football tournaments, using the 2026 World Cup as a case study. Maca 
Riva and Rosalaura López explain how FIFA’s business model allows it to capture most direct revenues—
including broadcasting rights, global sponsorships, and ticket sales—while host cities and countries bear 
much of the cost associated with infrastructure, security, and logistics. Through examples such as 
Mexico City’s Estadio Banorte, Los Angeles’ SoFi Stadium, and New Jersey’s MetLife Stadium, the 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
https://www.fintechexpert.mx/podcast


 
 

   

 

episode explores the different investment strategies pursued by Mexico, the United States, and Canada, 
as well as the operational challenges related to transportation, accommodation, and urban capacity. The 
discussion also evaluates whether the economic benefits generated through tourism, international 
visibility, and infrastructure upgrades ultimately justify the investments made by host cities. Overall, the 
episode argues that the value of hosting a global sporting event depends less on short-term financial 
returns and more on its ability to serve as a platform for long-term positioning, urban development, and 
economic growth.  
16/06/26, Maca Riva and Rosalaura López with Juan Carlos Zuazua, Iván Pérez, and Juan Del Cerro, 
Chisme Corporativo 
 
Pensions, Fintech, and the Economic Challenges of an Aging Population — MexMoves 
MexMoves examines several of the most important economic trends shaping Mexico, focusing on 
demographic change, pension reform, and the evolution of the fintech sector. Damian Fraser and 
Eduardo García discuss how an aging population is increasing pressure on public finances and reigniting 
debates over the sustainability of retirement systems, particularly amid the CNTE’s demands to reverse 
the 2007 ISSSTE pension reform. The episode also reviews recent developments in Mexico’s fintech 
ecosystem, including Clip’s expansion into consumer financial services following a major investment 
round and FEMSA’s new partnership with QED Investors to expand lending through its Spin platform. 
More broadly, the discussion highlights the challenges posed by labor informality, low retirement 
savings, and the need for greater financial inclusion. In an interview segment, Afore Coppel CEO Juan 
Manuel Valle argues that Mexico’s long-term pension challenge will depend on integrating informal 
workers into the retirement system, encouraging voluntary savings, and leveraging technology to 
improve financial education and customer engagement. Overall, the episode portrays a country 
grappling with demographic pressures while seeking to modernize its financial and social protection 
systems.  
11/06/26, Damien Fraser and Eduardo García with Juan Manuel Valle, MexMoves 
 

Commercial Aviation, Safety, and the Cost of Becoming a Pilot — Dimes y Billetes 
Dimes y Billetes explores the inner workings of the aviation industry through a conversation with 
commercial pilot Luis Miguel Pérez, covering everything from pilot training and the costs of entering the 
profession to the strict safety protocols that govern commercial aviation. The episode highlights how 
becoming a pilot requires a combination of technical training, continuous certification, and operational 
discipline in a highly regulated industry where safety relies on redundant systems, preventive 
maintenance, and standardized procedures. The discussion also examines the differences between 
commercial and private aviation, the growing role of automation in flight operations, and the challenges 
associated with fatigue management, weather conditions, and decision-making in complex 
environments. In addition, the episode addresses how major events such as the September 11 attacks 
and the COVID-19 pandemic reshaped aviation regulations and operational standards worldwide. 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/por-qu%C3%A9-los-fans-del-f%C3%BAtbol-gastan-tanto/id1738102823?i=1000768542621&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

Overall, the conversation portrays aviation as one of the world’s most sophisticated and safest 
industries, sustained by a culture of prevention, training, and continuous improvement.  
15/06/26, Moris Dieck with Luis Miguel Pérez, Dimes y Billetes 

 

Soccer’s Rise in the United States and the North American World Cup Moment — Mexico Matters 
Mexico Matters explores how soccer has evolved from a niche sport in the United States to a 
mainstream cultural and economic phenomenon, using the 2026 World Cup as a lens to examine 
broader changes in North American society. In conversation with journalist and author Andrés Martínez, 
Mariana Campero traces the role of immigration, women’s soccer, globalization, and media investment 
in transforming the sport’s position within American culture. The episode argues that the growing 
popularity of soccer reflects deeper demographic and economic shifts, as multinational corporations, 
media companies, and sports investors increasingly view the sport as a gateway to global audiences. The 
discussion also examines the growing integration of the North American sports market, the competition 
between the United States and Mexico for dual-national talent, and the contrasting business models 
that govern soccer in Europe and the United States. More broadly, the conversation suggests that the 
2026 World Cup may serve as a defining moment for North America, reinforcing regional 
interconnectedness while accelerating soccer’s integration into the cultural and commercial mainstream 
of the United States.  
11/06/26, Mariana Campero with Andrés Martínez, Mexico Matters 
 

The World Cup, Clip, and the Evolution of Technology-Driven Businesses — Whitepaper 10 
Whitepaper 10 explores how some of the most relevant business and economic developments of the 
moment are converging around a common trend: the ability to combine technology, infrastructure, and 
user communities to build large-scale businesses. Using the kickoff of the 2026 World Cup as a starting 
point, Karla Berman and René Lankenau examine the commercial value of the Mexican National Team, 
the economic impact of major sporting events, and the tensions between accessibility, sponsorship, and 
monetization. The conversation also highlights Clip’s $500 million funding round, portraying it as a sign 
of maturity for Mexico’s startup ecosystem and a strategic bet on expanding into digital financial services 
beyond payment terminals. In addition, the episode discusses SpaceX’s historic IPO and the economic 
effects the company has generated in regions such as South Texas, where its operations have 
contributed to investment, employment, and real estate development. Overall, the discussion portrays 
an economy in which technology platforms, fintech companies, and digital infrastructure businesses 
continue to reshape industries, markets, and investment opportunities. 
15/06/26, Karla Berman and René Lankenau, Whitepaper 10 

 

Pope Leo XIV, AI, and the Human Dimension of Technological Change — Whitepaper 10 
Whitepaper 10 explores the growing debate over artificial intelligence through the lens of Pope Leo 
XIV’s first encyclical, which positions AI as one of the defining social and economic challenges of the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexico-matters/id1553970735?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

modern era. In a conversation between Karla Berman and Daniela Dib, the episode examines the Pope’s 
argument that technological progress should not be evaluated solely through efficiency, productivity, or 
profit, but also through its impact on human dignity, employment, and social cohesion. The discussion 
highlights concerns about cognitive dependency, the concentration of technological power among a 
small group of companies and individuals, and the tendency to view AI systems as inherently objective 
or neutral despite the values embedded in their design. The conversation also revisits debates 
surrounding automation, universal basic income, and the future of work, questioning whether 
technological advancement can replace the sense of purpose, creativity, and community that 
employment provides. Overall, the episode argues that the AI debate is no longer exclusively 
technological or commercial, but increasingly philosophical, social, and political in nature.  
16/06/26, Karla Berman and Daniela Dib, Whitepaper 10 
 
Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Día 
This week, La Estrategia del Día examined the economic and business implications of the 2026 World 
Cup alongside broader developments in global markets and trade. Episodes covered Mexico City’s 
preparations for the tournament, debates over infrastructure spending and Fan Fest logistics, and the 
potential economic impact of the event on tourism and local businesses. The podcast also followed 
Mexico’s dispute with the United States over automotive tariffs, inflation data, uncertainty surrounding 
the future of the USMCA, and geopolitical developments affecting energy markets, including the 
situation in the Strait of Hormuz. On the corporate front, coverage focused on SpaceX’s historic IPO, 
Fox’s acquisition of Roku, Alibaba’s strategic expansion, the growing influence of prediction markets, 
and the increasing role of artificial intelligence through discussions surrounding Anthropic. Together, 
the week’s episodes portray a global economy shaped by technological disruption, geopolitical 
uncertainty, and the growing intersection of sports, business, and international trade. 
10/06/26–16/06/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Día  
 
Mexican Political Affairs 
 
The CNTE, Union Corporatism, and the Limits of Education Policy in Mexico — Hablemos 
In conversation with Marco Fernández and Manuel Gil Antón, Hablemos examines the ongoing conflict 
between the National Coordinator of Education Workers (CNTE) and the administration of President 
Claudia Sheinbaum through the lens of recent teachers’ protests. The episode explores the historical 
relationship between the Mexican state, the National Union of Education Workers (SNTE), and the 
CNTE, arguing that successive governments have maintained corporatist bargaining arrangements that 
have hindered meaningful reform of the education system. The discussion focuses on the teachers’ main 
demands, including the repeal of the 2007 ISSSTE pension reform, the elimination of the USICAMM 
teacher career system, and improvements to teachers’ salaries and retirement benefits. The participants 
also debate the consequences of unfulfilled campaign promises, the fiscal feasibility of the proposed 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

reforms, and the political incentives that have sustained controversial structures of representation 
within both the official union and dissident teacher movements. Overall, the conversation argues that 
the current dispute extends far beyond immediate labor demands and reflects longstanding structural 
challenges related to governance, union representation, and education policy in Mexico.  
15/06/26, Denise Maerker with Marco Fernández and Manuel Gil Antón, Hablemos 
 

Disinformation, Truth, and Journalism in the Age of Artificial Intelligence — Sal con Amigos 
Sal con Amigos features a conversation with journalist Mario Campos about his book Batalla por la verdad 
(The Battle for Truth), a reflection on the challenges facing journalism, public institutions, and citizens in 
an era increasingly shaped by disinformation. In discussion with Salvador Camarena, Campos argues that 
despite the fragmentation of today’s information ecosystem, truth still exists and remains essential, 
particularly when it comes to verifiable facts that should not be reduced to political narratives or 
personal beliefs. The episode examines how social media, WhatsApp, political actors, and artificial 
intelligence have weakened traditional information gatekeepers and eroded the shared factual 
foundation necessary for democratic debate. The conversation also explores the role of journalism as a 
process of verification and accountability, as well as the importance of strengthening universities, the 
scientific community, independent media, and public data institutions amid declining public trust. 
Overall, the episode argues that the fight against fake news is not merely a technological challenge, but 
also an ethical, civic, and institutional one.  
11/06/26, Salvador Camarena with Mario Campos, Sal con Amigos. 
 
The World Cup, CNTE Protests, and Morena’s Missed Opportunity — Botepronto 
Botepronto examines the political and social tensions surrounding the opening of the 2026 World Cup, 
arguing that the tournament has become a showcase for a series of unresolved domestic challenges, 
including CNTE protests, demands from families of the disappeared, and broader dissatisfaction with 
public services and infrastructure. The panel contends that federal and Mexico City authorities failed to 
capitalize on the event as a strategic opportunity, criticizing what they describe as years of indifference, 
poor planning, and last-minute improvisation in preparing for the tournament. The discussion also 
explores whether protest movements will seek to leverage the international visibility of the World Cup 
while avoiding a direct confrontation with public opinion by disrupting matches. More broadly, 
participants debate the economic expectations surrounding the event, the government’s handling of 
public space and infrastructure projects, and the political costs of entering a global showcase from a 
defensive position. Overall, the episode argues that the World Cup has exposed governance challenges 
that extend well beyond sports, turning a celebration of football into a test of political management and 
public perception.  
10/06/26, Carlos Puig, María Scherer, Carlos Heredia and Salvador Camarena,  Botepronto 
 

Mexico 2026: A World Cup Defined by Tensions and Inequality — Política y Otros Datos 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/sal-con-x%C3%B3chitl-g%C3%A1lvez/id1869361415?i=1000771100614&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/rocha-en-nueva-york-o-rocha-en-almoloya/id1168111576?i=1000768620481


 
 

   

 

Política y Otros Datos examines the opening of the 2026 World Cup as a moment of unprecedented 
international visibility for Mexico, but also as a reflection of the political, social, and diplomatic tensions 
shaping the country. In a conversation with Alejandro Rosas and Javier Rosiles, Mariel Ibarra compares 
the current context with the 1970 and 1986 World Cups, arguing that this edition is unfolding amid 
CNTE protests, demonstrations by families of the disappeared, security concerns, growing tensions with 
the United States, and increasing uncertainty surrounding North American trade relations. The episode 
also contends that the tournament highlights a new dimension of inequality, as the high costs of tickets, 
accommodation, and related expenses have placed the event beyond the reach of most Mexicans. 
Beyond the excitement of football, the discussion suggests that the World Cup’s legacy will depend on 
how authorities manage these underlying tensions and whether the sport can serve as a temporary 
social reprieve in an increasingly polarized political environment.  
11/06/26, Mariel Ibarra with Alejandro Rosas and Javier Rosiles, Política y Otros Datos 
 

The CNTE, World Cup Protests, and the Opposition’s Search for a Political Path Forward — Tercer 
Grado 
Tercer Grado examines two of the most significant political developments of the week: the CNTE’s 
mobilizations ahead of the 2026 World Cup opening match and the PRI’s sweeping victory in local 
elections in Coahuila. The panel argues that the teachers’ protests reflect a broader convergence of 
unresolved social grievances, with groups ranging from pensioners and transport workers to families of 
the disappeared seeking to leverage the global visibility of the tournament to advance their demands. 
Participants debate the fiscal and political limits of the government’s negotiations with the CNTE, while 
also revisiting the longstanding role of union corporatism and the unresolved challenges of education 
governance in Mexico. The discussion then shifts to Coahuila, where the PRI’s electoral success is 
attributed to a combination of strong security outcomes, effective local organization, and the ability to 
distance itself from the party’s national leadership. More broadly, the episode explores the difficulties 
facing both Morena and opposition parties as they prepare for the 2027 electoral cycle, highlighting the 
growing importance of governance, security, and local leadership in shaping political competition.  
11/06/26, René Delgado, Denise Maerker, Leo Zuckermann, Raymundo Riva Palacio, Viridiana Ríos 
and Leopoldo Gómez, Tercer Grado 
 
Weekly Summary — El Noti 
El Noti was dominated by the opening of the 2026 World Cup and the political tensions surrounding 
the tournament’s launch in Mexico. The episodes closely followed CNTE protests, uncertainty over the 
Mexico City Fan Fest, and the government’s efforts to prevent social mobilizations from overshadowing 
one of the country’s most important international events. The podcast also highlighted major sporting 
milestones, including the historic participation of a Mexican referee, while examining the political 
reactions generated by the tournament. At the same time, coverage focused on the confrontation 
between the federal government and the CNTE, rising public perceptions of corruption, and accusations 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/estados-unidos-imputa-con-cargos-federales-a-ra%C3%BAl/id1441030025?i=1000768874422&l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

regarding the financing of the protests. Internationally, the podcast tracked tensions between the 
United States and Iran, the killing of a criminal leader in Venezuela, volatility in oil markets, and Donald 
Trump’s renewed threats to withdraw from trade agreements. Taken together, the week’s episodes 
depict a political environment in which sports, social unrest, and geopolitical developments increasingly 
intersect with Mexico’s public agenda. 
11/06/26–17/06/26, Maca Carriedo and Javier Garza  El Noti 
 
Security and Crime 
  
Security, the 2026 World Cup, and Jalisco’s Persistent Challenges — Modern Mexico Podcast 
Modern Mexico Podcast examines the security situation in Jalisco amid the 2026 World Cup and the 
continued influence of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel across the state. In conversation with security 
analyst Steven Woodman, the episode argues that organized crime dynamics in Jalisco are defined by 
territorial control, institutional corruption, and the constant recruitment of new members. The 
discussion explores how extortion, cargo theft, fuel theft, and forced disappearances continue to affect 
communities and businesses, even as Guadalajara maintains a reputation as one of Mexico’s most 
dynamic economic hubs and an international destination. The participants also contend that, despite 
ongoing violence and concerns over impunity, there is broad consensus among security experts that 
World Cup visitors are unlikely to be directly targeted by criminal groups. The episode further examines 
long-term security challenges, including the need to strengthen forensic capabilities, address criminal 
infiltration of public institutions, and dismantle recruitment networks. Overall, the discussion portrays 
the coexistence of economic growth and international visibility with a persistent security crisis that 
continues to shape the state’s development.  
09/06/26, Nathaniel Parish with Steven Woodman, The Modern Mexico Podcast 
 
Disappearances, Violence Against Journalists, and the 2026 World Cup — Narcosistema 
Narcosistema uses the opening of the 2026 World Cup as a backdrop to examine Mexico’s ongoing 
crisis of forced disappearances and violence against journalists. Focusing on the disappearance of 
Veracruz-based journalist Roxana Berenice Guzmán, Anabel Hernández argues that the contrast 
between the country’s global sporting celebration and its security realities highlights deep-rooted 
structural problems that remain unresolved. The episode reviews disappearance statistics, the persistent 
impunity surrounding crimes against journalists, and the risks faced by local reporters covering issues 
related to organized crime, corruption, and public security. In an interview with Leopoldo Maldonado, 
regional director of Article 19, the discussion explores the role of criminal groups and public officials in 
attacks against the press, as well as the high levels of impunity that characterize these cases. The 
conversation also examines Veracruz’s status as one of the most dangerous states in Mexico for 
journalists and highlights efforts by families of the disappeared to use the international visibility of the 
World Cup to draw attention to the country’s humanitarian crisis. Overall, the episode argues that public 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/the-modern-mexico-podcast/id1587046091?l=en-GB


 
 

   

 

security, forced disappearances, and freedom of expression remain among the most pressing challenges 
facing the Mexican state.  
11/06/26, Anabel Hernández with Leopoldo Maldonado, Narcosistema  
 
Mexican Culture & Society 
 
The Mexican National Anthem and the Construction of National Identity — Mexico: The Podcast 
Mexico: The Podcast explores the history of the Mexican National Anthem as a lens through which to 
understand the construction of national identity and the development of the Mexican state. Tracing the 
anthem’s origins to the 1850s, the hosts examine how its creation was closely tied to the government 
of Antonio López de Santa Anna, the political struggles between liberals and conservatives, and broader 
efforts to forge a shared sense of nationhood after decades of wars, foreign interventions, and political 
instability. The episode highlights the roles of Francisco González Bocanegra and Jaime Nunó, while also 
exploring how successive governments reinterpreted, preserved, and institutionalized the anthem as 
one of Mexico’s most protected national symbols. The discussion further examines how, throughout the 
twentieth century, the state incorporated the anthem into public education and civic ceremonies as part 
of a broader nation-building project. Overall, the episode argues that the Mexican National Anthem 
serves as more than a ceremonial song; it is a powerful instrument of collective identity that reflects the 
historical tensions, aspirations, and political processes that shaped modern Mexico.  
15/06/26, Alex González Ormerod and David A. Jones, Mexico: The Podcast 
 
Literature, Reading, and Artificial Intelligence in the Publishing Industry — Ciberdiálogos 
Ciberdiálogos features a conversation with José Calafell, President of Grupo Planeta for Latin America, 
on the current state of the publishing industry, reading habits, and the challenges posed by artificial 
intelligence. Calafell rejects the notion that physical books are losing relevance, arguing that book sales 
have rebounded strongly since the pandemic, driven in large part by younger readers. The discussion 
also explores trends in contemporary Latin American literature, highlighting the dynamism of markets 
such as Argentina, Chile, and Mexico, particularly in young adult fiction and literary fiction. In addition, 
the episode examines the role of bookstores as cultural spaces, the relationship between authors and 
editors, and the importance of reading as a tool for intellectual and social development. In the final 
segment, Calafell addresses the impact of artificial intelligence on publishing, arguing that while AI can 
be useful for technical and editorial support tasks, it cannot replace the human experience that lies at 
the heart of literary creation. Overall, the conversation offers an optimistic view of the future of books 
and Spanish-language literature in an era of rapid technological change.  
15/06/26, León Krauze with José Calafell, Ciberdiálogos con León Krauze 

https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/narcosistema-con-anabel-hern%C3%A1ndez/id1760070312?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexico-the-podcast/id1790683164?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/peniley-ram%C3%ADrez-hay-cosas-importantes-en-com%C3%BAn-entre/id1554136562?i=1000768429370&l=es-MX

