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To mark the start of the 2026 FIFA World Cup this Thursday, this week our main podcast
recommendation is a variety of episodes on World Cup-themed topics. From the business of sports to
the transformation of media, several of the most prominent podcasts analyze the tournament from
unconventional perspectives. Corporate Gossip explores how broadcast rights became one of the most
valuable assets in global entertainment, while The Strategy of the Day examines the logistical, economic
and social challenges facing host cities. Taken together, the episodes agree that the 2026 World Cup
will be much more than a sporting event: a test for urban infrastructure, a showcase for new forms of
digital consumption, and a reflection of economic, technological and cultural transformations on a global
scale.

México Podcast Chatter - 10 de junio de 2026

In business and economics, Dimes y Billetes, Whitepaper 10 and La Estrategia del Dia agree that artificial
intelligence continues to establish itself as the main driver of economic transformation globally. The
episodes explore everything from the potential IPOs of OpenAl and Anthropic to how traditional
companies are redesigning their operating models around Al. MexMoves complements this picture by
portraying a Mexican economy that continues to attract investment thanks to digitalisation, logistics and
e-commerce, although it faces an environment marked by lower growth expectations, uncertainty over
the USMCA and growing geopolitical tensions.

In politics, Botepronto, Politica y Otros Datos and Tercer Grado agree that sovereignty is the
government’s main talking point in the face of growing pressure from the United States regarding
security, organised crime and alleged links between political actors and criminal groups. The analyses
argue that the public debate is shifting from accountability towards a narrative of national defence that
could significantly influence the political conversation in the run-up to the 2027 mid-term elections. Sal
con Amigos also offers a personal reflection by Xochitl Galvez on electoral defeat, resilience and the
future of the Mexican opposition.

On security, Narcosistema and Al Habla tackle two of the most complex issues on the national agenda.
Whilst Anabel Hernandez analyses the political implications of alleged US investigations into figures
close to Morena and the growing overlap between organised crime and political power, Marcela Turati
and Telma Gémez document the forced labour networks operated by criminal groups in the north of the
country. Both episodes agree that violence in Mexico can no longer be understood solely through
traditional security indicators, but rather as a phenomenon that permeates institutions, local economies
and much broader social dynamics.

Finally, in history and culture, Hablemos, Broojula and Ciberdidlogos use the World Cup as a starting
point to reflect on issues that transcend sport. Juan Villoro analyses football as one of the few shared
emotional languages on a global scale, whilst Diego Luna and Daniel Krauze draw on the memory of
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Mexico '86 to explore the relationship between football, power, national identity and popular culture.
Taken together, the episodes suggest that the 2026 World Cup will not only be one of the major sporting
events of the year, but also an opportunity to reflect on the way in which Mexico constructs its collective
narratives and projects its image to the world.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

Broadcast Rights and the New Business of Global Football — Chisme Corporativo

Chisme Corporativo explores how football became one of the largest businesses in global entertainment
through the evolution of broadcast rights. Hosts Maca Riva and Rosalaura Lépez explain how FIFA went
from paying broadcasters to air its tournaments to turning media rights into one of its most important
revenue streams, operating through a model in which rights function almost like financial assets that can
be bought, sold, and monetized by territory, platform, and type of use. The episode also argues that the
2026 World Cup will mark the beginning of a new era, one no longer dominated solely by traditional
television, but increasingly shaped by streaming platforms, highlights, content creators, TikTok,
YouTube, and second screen experiences. Beyond sport, the conversation portrays a business
increasingly driven by attention, data, audience fragmentation, and the ability to transform every match
into a multiplatform content opportunity.

01/06/26, Maca Riva and Rosalaura Lépez with Ivan Pérez, Arturo Brizio, Aldo Sales, and Juan Carlos
Zuazua, Chisme Corporativo

Amazon Bets on Speed, Mexican Consumers, and the Next Phase of E-Commerce Growth —
MexMoves

MexMoves explores how Amazon is positioning itself for the next stage of growth in Mexico through
faster delivery times, greater integration of artificial intelligence, and a stronger focus on everyday
consumer purchases. In a conversation with Amazon Mexico Country Manager Pedro Huerta, the
episode argues that the future of e-commerce will depend less on attracting occasional shoppers and
more on becoming a daily habit for consumers. Beyond Amazon’s new same day delivery initiatives, the
discussion highlights the growing sophistication of Mexican online shoppers, the importance of
financing tools such as installment payments, and the role of Mexico as both a strategic consumer
market and an export platform for small and medium sized businesses. The episode also touches on
broader business developments, including Betterware’s acquisition of Tupperware’s Latin American
operations, consolidation in the industrial real estate sector, and speculation surrounding Televisa’s
potential expansion in telecommunications. Taken together, the conversation portrays a Mexican
economy where digital commerce, logistics, and infrastructure continue to attract investment despite
growing global uncertainty.

04/06/26, Eduardo Garcia and Damien Fraser with Pedro Huerta, MexMoves


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/por-qu%C3%A9-los-fans-del-f%C3%BAtbol-gastan-tanto/id1738102823?i=1000768542621&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB
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Al IPOs, Trade Diversification, and the New Economic Order — Dimes y Billetes

Dimes y Billetes reviews some of the most consequential economic developments of May, from the
anticipated IPOs of Al giants such as OpenAl and Anthropic to Mexico’s newly updated trade agreement
with the European Union and growing uncertainty surrounding the USMCA review process. Moris Dieck
and Kevin Montrath argue that markets are entering a period defined by technological disruption,
geopolitical realignment, and changing investment dynamics. The episode examines whether the
extraordinary valuations of leading Al companies reflect genuine long term potential or the early signs
of a new speculative bubble, while also exploring how Mexico is seeking to diversify its economic
relationships amid increasing pressure from the United States. Beyond individual headlines, the
conversation suggests that global competitiveness is becoming less dependent on labor costs and more
tied to strategic assets such as energy, data, artificial intelligence, and advanced manufacturing
capabilities.

08/06/26, Moris Dieck with Kevin Montrath, Dimes y Billetes

Walmart's Annual Shareholder Meeting in Bentonville, Arkansas — Whitepaper 10

In this week's Whitepaper 10, Karla Berman and René Lankenau discuss the latest Walmart shareholder
meeting and "Associates Week" in Bentonville, Arkansas, home to the company's headquarters. The
event combines the annual shareholder meeting with a massive celebration for its more than two million
associates worldwide, who travel to Bentonville as recognition for their achievements. Lankenau
describes a week of speed-dating-style sessions with executives, behind-the-scenes visits to Sam's Club
and Walmart stores, and a tour of the company's global monitoring center: a bunker with real-time
access to all cameras, fleet tracking, and media monitoring, from which disaster response is coordinated
through simulations involving executives across every department. The shareholder meeting,
accompanied by a 128-page proxy document, stands out for its level of transparency.

08/06/26, Karla Berman and René Lankenau, Whitepaper 10

Al, Corporate Reinvention, and the Business Models Surviving Disruption — Whitepaper

Whitepaper examines how artificial intelligence is reshaping industries while challenging long held
assumptions about which business models are positioned to thrive in the digital economy. The episode
highlights the growing adoption of Al agents by companies such as Axity, arguing that the competitive
advantage increasingly lies not in access to Al itself, but in the ability to integrate it into daily operations
and decision making. The conversation also explores how established industries are adapting to new
realities, from the rise of Mexican companies expanding into Spain to the transformation of creator
driven businesses and the surprising resilience of management consulting firms such as BCG. Despite
repeated predictions that Al would reduce demand for consultants, BCG reported one of its strongest
years on record, fueled by corporate demand for large scale Al implementation and organizational
transformation. Taken together, the episode suggests that the winners of the next technological cycle
may not be those building the tools, but those capable of redesigning their businesses around them.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/166-bentonville-arkansas/id1584711514?i=1000771773388
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03/06/26, Karla Berman with Daniela Dib, Whitepaper 10

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

This week, La Estrategia del Dia highlights an increasingly complex economic and political environment
shaped by slowing investment, trade uncertainty and rapid technological change. The episodes examine
Mexico’s weakening investment outlook, the OECD’s downgrade of the country’s growth forecast and
renewed discussions surrounding the future of the USMCA as both Mexico and Canada seek greater
certainty ahead of the agreement’s review process. Coverage also follows the growing influence of
artificial intelligence on financial markets, including speculation surrounding OpenAl’s potential IPO and
SpaceX'’s continued expansion, while analyzing the implications of Donald Trump'’s trade and monetary
policy positions for global markets. Beyond economics, the podcast explores preparations for the 2026
World Cup, from infrastructure and logistics challenges in Mexico City to the broader business
opportunities tied to the tournament. Additional episodes cover political developments in Peru and
Cuba, energy and environmental concerns involving Pemex, and corporate updates from companies
such as Inditex, Lululemon and Arca Continental. Taken together, the week’s episodes portray a world
increasingly defined by geopolitical uncertainty, technological disruption and shifting investment
patterns, while underscoring Mexico’s challenge of sustaining growth and competitiveness in a rapidly
evolving global economy.

02/06/26-09/06/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

The World Cup as a Mirror of Society and Human Nature — Hablemos

In a wide ranging conversation with Denise Maerker, writer Juan Villoro reflects on why football remains
one of the few cultural phenomena capable of generating a truly shared global experience. Using the
2026 World Cup as a starting point, the episode explores how football transcends sport to become a
stage where identity, belonging, leadership, injustice, heroism, and collective memory are constantly
performed. Villoro argues that the enduring appeal of football lies in its simplicity, unpredictability, and
ability to reflect the full spectrum of human behavior, from individual ambition to teamwork and
sacrifice. The discussion also examines how the World Cup increasingly mirrors broader political and
social realities, from migration and nationalism to commercialization and inequality. Despite growing
criticism of FIFA, rising ticket prices, and the corporatization of the game, Villoro maintains that football
continues to preserve a unique cultural power: its ability to create a shared emotional language that
briefly unites millions of people across countries, generations, and social backgrounds.

02/06/26, Denise Maerker with Juan Villoro, Hablemos con Denise Maerker

Xochitl Galvez on Defeat, Resilience, and Life After the 2024 Election — Sal con Amigos


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
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In a candid conversation with Salvador Camarena, former presidential candidate Xéchitl Galvez reflects
on her return to private life following the 2024 election and the personal process of rebuilding after a
high profile political defeat. The episode explores her transition back to business, her focus on health
and family, and her decision to remain involved in public debate without actively pursuing elected office.
Galvez also revisits the challenges of the campaign, discussing the role of party structures, organized
crime, and political polarization, while offering a critical assessment of the current government’s
performance on security, energy policy, and democratic institutions. Beyond politics, the conversation
centers on resilience, personal reinvention, and the importance of maintaining an identity outside public
office. Ultimately, Galvez presents herself not as a politician preparing for a comeback, but as a public
figure seeking to influence national debates from outside the formal political arena.

03/06/26, Salvador Camarena with Xoéchitl Galvez, Sal con Amigos.

Sovereignty, Security, and Growing US Pressure on Morena — Botepronto

Botepronto examines the Mexican government's increasingly confrontational response to pressure from
Washington and Claudia Sheinbaum’s shift toward a political narrative centered on national sovereignty.
The panel argues that the bilateral relationship has entered a new phase, shaped by allegations involving
figures close to Morena, the case of Rubén Rocha Moya, and the possibility that US investigations could
influence Mexico’s political landscape ahead of the 2027 midterm elections. The discussion explores
whether the administration’s strategy is primarily aimed at defending national autonomy or shielding
politically sensitive actors within the ruling coalition, while also highlighting the risks of making
sovereignty the central frame through which every dispute with the United States is interpreted.
Participants further point to growing public concern over security, the persistence of organized crime
related violence, and the political vulnerabilities created by years of insufficient scrutiny of alleged links
between public officials and criminal groups. Ultimately, the episode suggests that the government’s
challenge will not only be managing its relationship with Washington, but also convincing voters that
defending sovereignty is not synonymous with defending specific political figures.

02/06/26, Carlos Puig, Salvador Camarena, Carlos Heredia, and Maria Scherer, Botepronto

Sovereignty as Morena’s New Electoral Shield — Politica y Otros Datos

Politica y Otros Datos examines the constitutional reform that allows elections to be annulled when
foreign interference is deemed to have influenced electoral outcomes, framing it within the broader
confrontation between the Mexican government and the United States over security, organized crime,
and sovereignty. Through a discussion with Javier Tello and Luis Carlos Ugalde, the episode argues that
the reform is less about regulating external influence and more about constructing a political narrative
ahead of the 2027 midterm elections. The conversation explores how the cases involving Rubén Rocha
Moya, allegations against other Morena politicians, and growing pressure from Washington have
prompted the government to reposition the debate from organized crime and accountability toward
national sovereignty and foreign intervention. Participants warn that the reform could generate


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/sal-con-x%C3%B3chitl-g%C3%A1lvez/id1869361415?i=1000771100614&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/rocha-en-nueva-york-o-rocha-en-almoloya/id1168111576?i=1000768620481
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significant legal uncertainty, allowing future electoral disputes to be framed through accusations of
foreign influence, while also raising concerns about the increasing overlap between electoral politics,
security policy, and Mexico’s complex relationship with the United States.

04/06/26, Mariel Ibarra with Javier Tello and Luis Carlos Ugalde, Politica y Otros Datos

The Alleged Criminal Investigations Shaking Morena’s Inner Circle — Narcosistema

Narcosistema examines the growing political fallout surrounding allegations that US authorities are
investigating several high ranking Morena figures for alleged links to organized crime. Through a highly
critical and investigative lens, Anabel Hernandez argues that the tensions between the governments of
Claudia Sheinbaum and Donald Trump are increasingly tied to judicial and security issues rather than
traditional diplomatic disputes. The episode focuses on claims regarding ongoing investigations
involving governors, legislators, and individuals close to former President Andrés Manuel Lépez
Obrador, while portraying the government's sovereignty narrative as a political response to mounting
external pressure. Hernandez also discusses alleged cooperation agreements with US authorities, the
role of witnesses and informants, and the potential implications for Morena’s political future. More
broadly, the episode frames the current moment as a turning point in the relationship between organized
crime, political power, and accountability in Mexico, arguing that the consequences could extend well
beyond individual cases and reshape the national political debate.

04/06/26, Anabel Hernandez, Narcosistema

Sovereignty, Trump, and the Political Battle Behind the Security Agenda — Tercer Grado

Tercer Grado examines the growing tensions between Mexico and the United States following President
Claudia Sheinbaum’s defense of national sovereignty and the increasing scrutiny of Mexican politicians
allegedly linked to organized crime. The panel argues that the debate has evolved beyond security
cooperation into a broader dispute over political legitimacy, with Washington pressuring Mexican
authorities while the government frames external accusations as attempts at political interference.
Participants discuss the implications of the cases surrounding Rubén Rocha Moya, reports involving
other Morena governors, and the broader strategy of the Trump administration toward Latin America,
including its involvement in Colombia’s political debate. The conversation also explores the risks of
conflating the defense of national sovereignty with the defense of a political movement, warning that
such a narrative could reshape future electoral debates in Mexico. Beyond the bilateral dispute, the
episode portrays a relationship increasingly defined by perceptions, political symbolism, and competing
claims of legitimacy on both sides of the border.

04/06/26, René Delgado, Denise Maerker, Leo Zuckermann, Enrique Acevedo, Raimundo Riva Palacio
and Leopoldo Gomez, Tercer Grado

Weekly Summary — El Noti


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/los-secretos-de-la-narcoelecci%C3%B3n-de-rocha-moya/id1760070312?i=1000768951120&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/estados-unidos-imputa-con-cargos-federales-a-ra%C3%BAl/id1441030025?i=1000768874422&l=en-GB
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This week, El Noti focused on the growing tensions between Mexico and the United States and the
political consequences this confrontation could have ahead of the 2027 midterm elections. The episodes
closely followed Claudia Sheinbaum’s response to mounting pressure from Washington, allegations
involving Morena governors reportedly under scrutiny by US authorities, and the broader debate over
whether the defense of national sovereignty is becoming the ruling party’s primary political shield. At
the same time, the podcast covered the resurgence of CNTE protests, cases of violence against
journalists, ongoing security challenges across several regions of the country, and new controversies
involving local officials and political actors. On the electoral front, attention was given to the PRI’s
consolidation in Coahuila and to discussions about how the evolving bilateral relationship could shape
Mexico’s political landscape in the coming years. The episodes also explored preparations for the 2026
World Cup, labor unrest in the United States, and the growing role of artificial intelligence tools such as
ChatGPT in everyday life. Taken together, the week’s coverage portrays a country where security, US
Mexico relations, and political polarization continue to dominate the national conversation.
02/06/26-09/06/26, Maca Carriedo and Javier Garza, El Noti

Security and Crime

The Return of the Missing Reveals Mexico’'s Hidden Networks of Forced Labor — Al Habla con
Warkentin

Al Habla con Warkentin examines one of the most disturbing dimensions of Mexico’s disappearance
crisis through an investigation into forced labor camps operated by criminal organizations in the Sierra
Tarahumara. In conversation with journalists Marcela Turati and Telma Gémez Duran, the episode
reconstructs how dozens of men were recruited with false job offers, transported to remote areas, and
forced to work under conditions of slavery in drug cultivation camps. Beyond documenting individual
stories of abuse and survival, the discussion argues that these cases expose broader networks of human
trafficking, organized crime, institutional neglect, and impunity that have remained largely invisible
despite years of evidence and complaints. The episode also challenges the conventional understanding
of disappearances in Mexico by focusing on those who return alive, raising questions about
rehabilitation, justice, and the lack of public policies for survivors. More broadly, the conversation
portrays a country where criminal organizations continue to exploit social vulnerability and state
absence to sustain systems of coercion that often remain hidden in plain sight.

02/06/26, Gabriela Warkentin con Marcela Turati y Telma Gémez Duran, Al Habla con Warkentin

Mexican Culture & Society

Mexico 86, Power, and World Cup Nostalgia — Broojula



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-retorno-de-los-desaparecidos-en-m%C3%A9xico-muestra/id1562328065?i=1000770887509&l=en-GB
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Broojula uses the release of Mexico 86 as a lens to examine the World Cup not merely as a sporting
event, but as a reflection of power, corruption, national identity, and political memory in Mexico. In
conversation with Ana Paula Ordorica, actor Diego Luna explains how the film reconstructs, through
satire, the process by which Mexico secured the 1986 World Cup after Colombia withdrew, amid the
political decline of the PRI regime, the aftermath of the 1985 earthquake, and the lead up to the disputed
1988 presidential election. The episode argues that football serves as a vehicle to explore broader
themes of bureaucracy, ambition, business interests, and nation building, while drawing parallels
between the nostalgia surrounding Mexico 86 and the expectations surrounding the 2026 World Cup.
More than a discussion about cinema, the conversation reflects on Mexico’s unique ability to transform
crisis, spectacle, and sport into a shared national narrative.

05/06/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Diego Luna, Broojula

Mexico 86, Football, and the Stories a Nation Tells About Itself — Ciberdidlogos

In a conversation with actor Diego Luna and writer Daniel Krauze, Ciberdidlogos uses the upcoming
release of México 86 to explore how football serves as a lens through which Mexicans understand their
history, identity, and collective aspirations. Beyond revisiting the story of how Mexico secured and
organized the 1986 World Cup, the discussion examines the relationship between sport, politics,
corruption, media power, and national pride during a pivotal moment in the country’s modern history.
Luna and Krauze argue that football's enduring appeal lies not only in competition, but in its ability to
create a shared sense of belonging, reminding people of what can be achieved through collective effort,
diversity, and resilience. The conversation also reflects on the legacy of the PRI era, the Cachirules
scandal, the evolution of Mexican football, and the expectations surrounding the 2026 World Cup.
Ultimately, the episode presents football as more than a game, portraying it as a cultural space where
societies project their frustrations, hopes, and visions of the future.

08/06/26, Le6n Krauze with Diego Luna and Daniel Krauze, Ciberdidlogos con Le6n Krauze



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/peniley-ram%C3%ADrez-hay-cosas-importantes-en-com%C3%BAn-entre/id1554136562?i=1000768429370&l=es-MX

