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Our top recommended podcast this week is Hablemos con Denise Maerker: in a conversation with mother
searcher Ceci Flores and Santiago Aguirre, the episode argues that the disappearances crisis in Mexico
can no longer be understood solely as a consequence of organized crime, but as the result of search,
justice, and forensic identification systems overwhelmed by the scale of the phenomenon.

México Podcast Chatter - 2 de junio de 2026

On business and economics, Dimes y Billetes and Rodcast, agree that artificial intelligence is ceasing to
be a tool and becoming economic infrastructure capable of transforming employment, financial services,
and business operations. MexMoves portrays an economy that continues to benefit from export
manufacturing and nearshoring, but faces persistent obstacles in investment, energy, and domestic
growth. Whitepaper 10 examines how data, technology, and consumption are redefining industries as
different as advertising, manufacturing, and entertainment, while Fintech Briefing and La Estrategia del
Dia explore the convergence of artificial intelligence, digital payments, credit, and an economic
environment marked by deceleration and global uncertainty.

On domestic politics, Tercer Grado, Politica y Otros Datos, LatinAmerica, and El Noti agree that the debate
no longer revolves solely around the Rocha Moya case, but around the Mexican state's capacity to
respond to allegations of ties between politics and organized crime without depending on Washington.
Broojula offers one of the most comprehensive analyses of the growing tension between Mexico and
the United States in a conversation with Ernesto Nunez and Mario Campos. The analyses question the
reforms pushed by Morena on foreign interference and warn that the relationship with the United States
could become one of the main sources of political and institutional pressure ahead of 2027. Botepronto
complements this diagnosis by pointing to a government increasingly pressured by simultaneous crises
and signs of political erosion.

On security, Narcosistema argues that the U.S. judicial offensive against figures linked to Morena may
be triggering fractures within Mexico's own power structures, particularly between political and military
sectors, as external pressure mounts over alleged ties between organized crime and local authorities.

Finally, on history and culture, Ciberdidlogos con Ledn Krauze uses the 2026 World Cup to reflect on the
limits of North American integration and the growing commercialization of sport. Spice: Mexico The
Podcast uses the history of the chile pepper to reflect on identity, biodiversity, and cultural memory in
Mexico.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

Footballers, Branding and the Economics Behind the Beautiful Game — Chisme Corporativo
Chisme Corporativo explores how football has evolved far beyond a sporting career into a complex
economic ecosystem where players, clubs, families, agents, sponsors and even personal brands all play
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a role in creating value. Maca Riva and Rosalaura Lopez contrast the extraordinary earnings of global
stars such as Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and Kylian Mbappé with the far more precarious reality
faced by academy prospects and average professional players, highlighting how unequal the sport’s
economic pyramid truly is. The episode examines the growing importance of image rights, performance
bonuses, sponsorship deals, FIFA compensation schemes and agent commissions, arguing that
commercial appeal can often be as valuable as athletic performance itself.

25/05/26, Maca Riva and Rosalaura Lopez, Chisme, Chisme Corporativo

Axity, Al Agents and the New Frontier of Technology Services — Rodcast

Pablo Gémez, Global CEO of Axity, argues that artificial intelligence is narrowing the technology gap
between Mexico and the world’s leading markets, as companies everywhere are simultaneously trying
to understand, adopt and scale a technology that is still evolving. In conversation with Rodrigo Pacheco,
Goémez contends that the real disruption will not come from personal Al assistants or incremental
automation, but from redesigning entire business processes around Al agents capable of integrating with
software, data infrastructure, cybersecurity systems and day to day operations.

31/05/26, Rodrigo Pacheco with Pablo Gémez, Rodcast

GM, Slim and the Mixed Signals of an Export Driven Economy Struggling to Gain Momentum —
MexMoves

MexMoves examines the contradictions of a Mexican economy that continues to attract strategic
manufacturing investments yet has struggled to translate export strength into sustained domestic
growth. Eduardo Garcia and Damian Fraser discuss General Motors’ decision to relocate production of
the Chevrolet Aveo and Groove from China to Coahuila, viewing the move as an important endorsement
of Plan México and broader supply chain relocation trends. At the same time, Francisco Garza argues
that infrastructure, energy availability, logistics and certainty surrounding the USMCA remain essential
prerequisites for scaling the substitution of Asian imports. The episode also reviews Carlos Slim’s annual
conference, where he announced new investments and criticized Pemex’s cost structure while largely
avoiding deeper concerns about the institutional challenges weighing on investment.

28/05/26, Eduardo Garcia and Damian Fraser with Francisco Garza, MexMoves

Artificial Intelligence and the Next Great Disruption of Work — Dimes y Billetes

Vazquez argues that artificial intelligence is evolving from a productivity tool into a foundational
economic infrastructure capable of reshaping employment, education and the way organizations
operate. In conversation with Moris Dieck, he contends that the greatest challenge is no longer
technological but human: while computing power continues to advance exponentially, governments,
universities and businesses remain structured around models designed for a pre Al economy. The
episode highlights how the first signs of disruption are already emerging in entry level roles across fields


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/por-qu%C3%A9-los-fans-del-f%C3%BAtbol-gastan-tanto/id1738102823?i=1000768542621&l=en-GB
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such as software development, law, marketing and data analysis, where repetitive cognitive tasks are
increasingly being automated by intelligent agents. Beyond financial markets or the technology race
between the United States and China, the discussion suggests that future competitive advantages will
depend less on technical expertise alone and more on skills such as critical thinking, communication and
adaptability, as artificial intelligence begins to redefine both economic productivity and everyday life.
27/05/26, Moris Dieck with Eduardo Vazquez, Dimes y Billetes

Algorithmic Advertising, Export Manufacturing and Return of Physical Businesses — Whitepaper 10
Whitepaper 10 explores how seemingly unrelated industries are being reshaped by a common force:
the ability to combine physical infrastructure with data, technology and evolving consumer behavior.
Using the growth of Uber Advertising as a starting point, the episode argues that digital platforms with
privileged access to mobility and purchasing data are building increasingly powerful advertising
businesses capable of competing with traditional media. At the same time, record Mexican
manufacturing exports and the leadership of states such as Chihuahua reinforce Mexico'’s strategic role
within North American supply chains despite ongoing trade uncertainty. The conversation also examines
the unexpected resurgence of Barnes & Noble, the rapid growth of audiobooks and the strong
performance of venues such as Estadio GNP Seguros, suggesting that digitalization is not replacing
physical experiences altogether but rather redefining which spaces, brands and business models remain
relevant. More broadly, the episode portrays an economy increasingly driven by data, community and
high value experiences, where physical and digital assets are becoming ever more intertwined.
27/05/26, Karla Berman with Susana Saenz, Whitepaper 10

Digital Platforms, Algorithms and the Battle Over Labor Rights — El Colmex

This week, El Colegio de México examines how the rise of digital platforms is reshaping labor relations
and challenging traditional definitions of formal employment. Drawing on years of research into app
based drivers and delivery workers, Carlos Alba and Rosario Aparicio argue that the narrative of
flexibility, independence and entrepreneurship promoted by platform companies often masks
increasingly sophisticated systems of control driven by algorithms, rating mechanisms and incentive
structures that influence workers’ earnings, schedules and access to opportunities. The episode also
highlights the labor risks, gender inequalities and lack of social protections faced by thousands of
platform workers, while questioning whether Mexico’s recent labor reform for digital platforms will be
sufficient to address these challenges. Beyond the Mexican case, the discussion suggests that the central
debate is no longer simply about technology or innovation, but about how labor rights should evolve in
an economy where algorithms are increasingly taking on functions once performed by supervisors,
employers and traditional corporate hierarchies.

26/05/26, Carlos Alba, Rosario Aparicio and Alejandro Aguilar, El Colmex.

Uber Card, Digital Remittances and Mexico’s Emerging Financial Infrastructure — Fintech Briefing


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
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Fintech Briefing examines how Mexico is becoming a testing ground for the next generation of financial
infrastructure, where credit, digital payments, remittances, crypto and artificial intelligence are
increasingly converging around the same data and risk management frameworks. The episode begins
with the launch of Uber Card by Klar and Mastercard, framing it as a strategic effort to turn a massive
user base into a consumer credit ecosystem, albeit one built around high interest rates that reflect the
challenges of serving underbanked customers. The discussion also highlights Reap’s newly acquired Visa
license, the growing share of remittances deposited directly into bank accounts and the México Paga
Digital initiative as signs of a gradual but meaningful shift toward more formalized payment systems.
Looking ahead, the podcast argues that the 2026 World Cup will serve as a regulatory stress test for
fintechs, digital wallets and money transmitters facing heightened risks related to money laundering and
human trafficking.

01/06/26, Fintech Briefing, Fintech Briefing

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

This week, La Estrategia del Dia portrays a Mexican economy striving to project stability while mounting
guestions persist around growth, investment and competitiveness. The episodes connect Banxico’s
latest downward revision of growth forecasts, increasing caution within the banking sector, sustained
pressure on food prices and government efforts to contain costs for staple products such as tomatoes.
At the same time, the podcast explores a series of corporate and financial developments that reflect
broader shifts in the global economy, from Anthropic’s rise as a leading artificial intelligence company
to new investments by Berkshire Hathaway, major real estate transactions involving Mexican REITs and
strategic moves by firms such as Nubank, Banorte and Nvidia. International coverage also examines
elections in Colombia, regulatory reforms in Panama and trade tensions across multiple markets. Taken
together, the episodes suggest that while Mexico continues to benefit from its integration into the global
economy, it faces an environment where slowing growth, technological competition and global
uncertainty increasingly demand higher levels of productivity, investment and adaptability.
26/05/26-02/06/26, Jimena Tolama, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs

Disappearances, Impunity and Mexico’s Unresolved Humanitarian Crisis — Hablemos

This week, Denise Maerker examines how Mexico’s disappearance crisis has become one of the clearest
manifestations of institutional deterioration and the state’s inability to confront the violence that has
defined the past two decades. In conversation with Ceci Flores and Santiago Aguirre, the episode argues
that disappearances can no longer be understood solely as a byproduct of organized crime, but rather
as the result of overwhelmed search mechanisms, weak justice institutions and an overburdened
forensic system struggling to cope with the scale of the crisis. The discussion also questions the lack of
political will to fully acknowledge the magnitude of the problem, as families, particularly mothers
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searching for missing relatives, continue to carry out responsibilities that should fall to the state while
facing threats, stigmatization and institutional neglect. Looking ahead, the episode suggests that the
2026 World Cup could once again bring international attention to the issue, reigniting questions about
whether Mexico is prepared to confront a humanitarian crisis that continues to accumulate victims,
impunity and unresolved social wounds.

01/06/26, Denise Maerker with Ceci Flores and Santiago Aguirre, Hablemos con Denise Maerker

Jorge Castaneda and the Lowest Point in U.S.-Mexico Relations — Latin America in Focus

Jorge Castaneda argues that U.S.-Mexico relations are facing their most delicate moment since the
1970s, not because of a single crisis but due to the simultaneous accumulation of tensions across
security, trade, migration, Cuba, narcotrafficking and judicial cooperation. In conversation with Karen
Zissis, the former foreign minister contends that Mexico has become trapped in a reactive dynamic
toward Donald Trump, responding to Washington’s agenda rather than developing a strategy of its own
to define bilateral priorities. The episode suggests that Claudia Sheinbaum’s emphasis on sovereignty
may resonate with her domestic political base, but it also risks creating unnecessary friction in the United
States at a time when virtually every statement made by Mexican officials quickly becomes part of the
American political debate. Beyond the Rocha Moya case or the upcoming USMCA review, Castafeda
argues that Mexico needs to reduce symbolic confrontations, establish a clearer bilateral agenda and
recognize that a potential Republican setback in the midterm elections would not necessarily moderate
Trump’s approach, but could instead push him toward an even more aggressive foreign policy posture.
28/05/26, Karen Zissis with Jorge Castaneda, Latin America in Focus.

Sheinbaum, Congress and the Risks of Governing Through Frustration — Botepronto

Botepronto examines the growing tension within Sheinbaum’s administration between consolidating a
They argue that while the president has gradually replaced inherited figures with closer allies, the
reshuffle has not translated into stronger execution or better decision making. The episode warns that
the combination of increasingly confrontational morning press conferences, disputes with the media,
mounting pressure from the United States, the upcoming USMCA review and a series of fast tracked
constitutional reforms is contributing to greater institutional and economic uncertainty. Beyond
personnel changes within the cabinet or Morena, the discussion portrays a government responding to
multiple crises with ideological reflexes, accelerated legislative processes and mixed signals for
investors, political opponents and the broader public.

26/05/26, Carlos Puig, Maria Scherer, Salvador Camarena and Carlos Heredia, Botepronto

Electoral Reform, Narcopolitics and the Risks of Legislating Under Pressure — Politica y Otros Datos

Politica y Otros Datos examines Morena’s proposed electoral reforms, including the creation of a
candidate verification commission and the expansion of election nullification grounds in cases of foreign
interference. The discussion unfolds against the backdrop of the allegations involving Rubén Rocha


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/hablemos-con-denise-maerker/id1841573497?l=en-GB
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Moya, growing pressure from the United States and a broader debate over criminal governance in
Mexico. Mariel Ibarra speaks with Dania Ravel and Leonardo Valdés, who argue that while the proposals
attempt to address legitimate concerns, they arrive late, rely on ambiguous language and fail to tackle
the structural weaknesses of Mexico’s electoral and justice systems. The episode questions whether the
INE can realistically serve as an intermediary between political parties, prosecutors and intelligence
agencies without the necessary legal authority, access to information or guarantees of impartiality. It
also warns that the proposed foreign interference provision could leave considerable room for political
interpretation, particularly in response to statements, investigations or pressure originating from the
United States. More broadly, the conversation argues that preventing criminal infiltration of electoral
processes requires stronger institutions, better oversight and more effective justice mechanisms, rather
than rushed reforms introduced on the eve of major political contests.

28/05/26, Mariel Ibarra with Dania Ravel and Leonardo Valdés, Politica y Otros Datos

Sovereignty, U.S. Pressure and the Political Battle Ahead of 2027 — Tercer Grado

Tercer Grado devoted much of its discussion to Morena’s proposals aimed at penalizing foreign
interference in electoral processes and strengthening screening mechanisms for candidates linked to
organized crime. The panel agreed that there is a genuine risk of political pressure and intervention from
the United States under the Trump administration, particularly in the wake of allegations involving Rocha
Moya and other Mexican officials. At the same time, the commentators questioned whether the
government’s response should rely on broadly worded legal reforms that could be used for domestic
political purposes and further deepen polarization. The discussion argued that the central issue is no
longer sovereignty alone, but rather the Mexican state’s ability to respond credibly to accusations
regarding ties between political actors and organized crime. In that context, the panelists warned that
Claudia Sheinbaum faces a delicate balancing act: containing pressure from Washington, avoiding a
broader deterioration in bilateral relations and demonstrating that Mexican institutions can investigate
and prosecute corruption and criminal collusion without relying on U.S. intervention.

28/05/26, René Delgado with Denise Maerker, Viridiana Rios, Leo Zuckermann, Leopoldo Gémez and
Raymundo Riva Palacio, Tercer Grado

Sovereignty, Narcopolitics and the Escalating Confrontation with the United States — Broojula

This week, Broojula examines how U.S.-Mexico relations are entering a more confrontational phase, as
allegations of narcopolitics, security cooperation and competing interpretations of sovereignty become
increasingly intertwined with Mexico’s electoral agenda and institutional stability. Ana Paula Ordorica
argues that Claudia Sheinbaum’s speech at the Monumento a la Revolucién marked a turning point by
reframing U.S. accusations against Rubén Rocha Moya and other Morena officials as a matter of foreign
intervention, while the government simultaneously advances reforms aimed at penalizing external
influence in electoral processes. The episode questions whether defending national sovereignty can
coexist with meaningful accountability for alleged links between political actors and organized crime,
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warning that Washington appears increasingly unwilling to separate security concerns, narcotrafficking
and economic cooperation. At the same time, the debate over a new electoral nullification provision tied
to foreign interference highlights concerns about the political use of ambiguous legal concepts at a
moment when bilateral tensions, the upcoming USMCA review and the 2027 elections are beginning to
converge into a broader struggle over Mexico’s institutional future.

29/05/26 and 01/06/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Ernesto Nunez Albarran, Mario Campos, Broojula

Weekly Summary — El Noti

El Noti portrays a Mexican government facing mounting pressure from overlapping challenges in
security, domestic politics and its relationship with the US. Maca Carriedo and Javier Garza highlight
Claudia Sheinbaum’s decision to adopt a more confrontational tone toward Washington following
allegations against Mexican officials, in a context where Morena ultimately withdrew its proposal to
classify foreign interference as grounds for annulling elections. At the same time, the podcast covers
Rocha Moya’s appearance before prosecutors, the resurgence of CNTE protests, ongoing violence in
Guanajuato and Pemex’s continued struggle to stabilize its finances. The discussion also points to signs
of political wear and tear for the administration, including declining presidential approval ratings and
growing doubts about the state’s ability to address security, corruption and governance challenges
effectively. Taken together, the episodes depict a country where tensions with the United States,
criminal violence and economic pressures are increasingly converging into a broader debate about state
capacity and the government’s ability to maintain control over an increasingly complex agenda.
27/05/26-02/06/26, Maca Carriedo and Javier Garza, El Noti

Security and Crime

Sedena, Rocha Moya and the Breakdown of the Pact of Impunity — Narcosistema

Hernandez argues that the case against Rubén Rocha Moya has triggered an unprecedented fracture
within the political and institutional networks that have shielded Morena from allegations of ties to
organized crime. Drawing on sources within the Mexican government, Narcosistema claims that the
Sedena has chosen to cooperate with the U.S. Department of Justice by facilitating the surrender of
General Gerardo Mérida Sanchez, former Secretary of Public Security of Sinaloa and a co-defendant in
the case being pursued in New York. The episode interprets this move as an effort by the military
leadership to distance the armed forces from the corruption network allegedly linked to the Sinaloa
government and to preserve its relationship with Washington, even as Claudia Sheinbaum continues to
politically defend Rocha Moya. Beyond the specific case, Hernandez argues that the U.S. judicial
offensive and Morena’s proposed reforms on foreign interference are symptoms of the same broader
crisis: a political system seeking legal protection against the prospect of further allegations involving
governors and ruling party figures as external scrutiny over alleged links to organized crime.

28/05/26, Anabel Hernandez, Narcosistema
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Mexican Culture & Society

The World Cup, North American Integration and the Limits of Sports Diplomacy — Ciberdialogos
Ledn Krauze speaks with Andrés Martinez about the political and cultural significance of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, arguing that the tournament arrives at a moment when North American integration is under
greater strain than when the joint bid was awarded. Martinez reflects on how soccer’s growth in the
United States mirrors broader demographic and cultural changes, while questioning whether the World
Cup can still serve as a symbol of regional unity amid rising tensions between Mexico, the United States
and Canada. The conversation also examines FIFA’s growing commercialization of the sport, warning
that higher prices, larger tournaments and increasingly exclusive experiences risk weakening the sense
of community that has made soccer the world’s most universal game.

02/06/26, Leén Krauze with Andrés Martinez, Ciberdidlogos con Ledn Krauze

Chiles and the Story of Mexico — Spice: Mexico The Podcast

Spice explores how the chili pepper transcends its role as a culinary ingredient to become one of the
defining symbols of Mexican cultural. Drawing on its Mesoamerican origins, its ritual significance in pre
Hispanic societies and its enduring presence in everyday cuisine, Alex Gonzalez-Ormerod and Tavo
Figueroa argue that the history of chili peppers reflects broader processes of cultural exchange,
biodiversity and nation building. The episode questions the growing standardization of food production
and warns of the gradual loss of native varieties, traditional recipes and culinary knowledge passed down
through generations. At the same time, it highlights how globalization and the international success of
products such as Cholula hot sauce have helped preserve and promote elements of Mexican gastronomy
abroad. More broadly, the conversation presents chili peppers as a lens through which to understand
Mexico’s rich cultural heritage and the ongoing relationship between food, identity and history.
28/05/26, Alex Gonzalez-Ormerod and Tavo Figueroa, Mexico The Podcast.
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