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Dedicated to Alan Riding, perhaps Mexico’s greatest foreign correspondent, and certainly one of
its most generous.

The wait is finally over: the 2026 World Cup began on Thursday with a 2-0 victory for Mexico over
South Africa at Estadio Azteca ("the closest thing North America has to a football cathedral", as
The Guardian described it) and then with a win for South Korea over Czech Republic in a
Guadalajara stadium with "swathes of empty seats", as reported by Reuters. The media latched
onto the comeback story of 35-year-old striker Raul Jiménez, who scored Mexico's second goal
and his first in a World Cup; Jiménez suffered a life-threatening skull fracture in 2020 during a
Premier League game and had a setback before the 2022 World Cup.

Jack Lang in The Athletic / NYT wrote a poem of sorts to the Estadio Azteca that might be the
read of the week. “Inside the stadium, as the players warmed up, it was impossible not to feel the
history that permeates this place. The Azteca is not the stadium it was in 1970 nor even 1986. It
has been given countless facelifts, dragged into modernity, for good and ill. Yet the bones of it
remain: those imposing external struts, the swaggering sweep of the stands. The sheer scale of
it still quickens the pulse when you walk in. Those bones hold stories: tales of Pele, Maradona,
the Game of the Century, the Hand of God. Mexico’s own boys of summer — Manuel Negrete,
Hugo Sanchez — have been a huge part of the build-up this year.... Maybe it's the quality of the
Mexico City light — hazy, coy. Maybe it's the altitude, some unexplained particle interplay. No
matter; let’s just call it magic.”

Foreign press coverage earlier in the week focused on the wider context leading up to the
inauguration of the tournament. Reuters published a mesmerising photo essay depicting football
pitches and stadiums across the country. The NYT unconventionally decided to actually talk to
the Nahua women in Naupan who embroider Adidas special-edition jerseys and who certain
influencers claimed were being exploited. They mostly expressed frustration not with the
activewear mega-brand, but with the influencers who seemed to be doing most of the exploiting.
Naturally the most prominent influencer accused the NYT of taking money to write its story.

President Sheinbaum was profiled for The Guardian Long Read by journalist Rachel Nolan this
week as "the world's most popular leftwing leader". The piece delves into Sheinbaum's political
and personal history, but ends with Nolan asking the president questions at the mafnanera about
disappearances and militarisation — which she said left Sheinbaum looking "mildly displeased"”
— before Sheinbaum responded with an explanation that the current crisis of disappearances is
not the same as those of the 1970s and 80s, and with a defense of the military as "of the people".

In other news, yet another Trump dismissal of the USMCA ("l don't know if I'm going to renew it")
made (some) headlines, while Bloomberg reported on Mexico's beef with how the current rules-
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of-origin calculations put the country's automakers at a disadvantage compared to competitors
from South Korea and Japan.

In cultural news, the NYT covered the re-opening of Museo Dolores Olmedo, which one museum
director described as a "kind of posthumous reconciliation between Olmedo [a collector and friend
of Diego Rivera] and Kahlo". Finally, the NYT published a warm tribute to Alan Riding, the British
journalist and former NYT Mexico Bureau Chief, whose 1984 book Distant Neighbors: A Portrait
of the Mexicans about Mexico and its relations with the US, remains forty years later Miranda
Intelligence’s favorite book on Mexico by a foreign correspondent. We also recommend the essay
by Alan Riding’s great friends, Jorge Castafieda’ and Andrés Rozental: Tribute to Alan Riding in El
Universal.

Notable blogs in English on Mexico

loan Grillo on CrashOut did on-the-ground reporting in the streets of Mexico City ahead of the
World Cup opener, talking to some of the CNTE teachers participating in the sit-in protests — who
are disheartened with Sheinbaum and Morena — as well as business owners affected by the
disruptions. On Mexico Decoded, Viri Rios analysed Sheinbaum and Morena moving into a phase
of "open resistance" against Trump in the face of broadening electoral meddling by the US in Latin
America. The Mexico Political Economist focused on the upward climb in Mexico's electronics
exports versus automotive parts, arguing that there is a risk of it becoming just another part of the
country's "well-established and world famous maquila system". Materia Gris reported on the
stories of families hoping to draw more attention to their search for missing loved ones during the
largest sporting event in history.

Top stories on Mexico

Artisanal or Exploitative? Unraveling the Story of Mexico’s World Cup Jerseys
08/06/2026, NYT, Jack Nicas

Mexico World Cup Takes Flight
11/06/2026, The Athletic, Jack Lang

A thunderous triumph at the Azteca offers respite from strife on Mexico City’s streets
11/06/2026, The Guardian, Pablo Iglesias Maurer

Mexico beat South Africa in World Cup opener: Was ref right to show three red cards? Who is Julian
Quinones?

11/06/2026, The Athletic/NYT, Jack Lang, Felipe Cardenas, Anantaajith Raghuraman, Jay Harris and
Graham Scott


https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/opinion/jorge-castaneda/recuerdos-con-alan-riding/
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/opinion/jorge-castaneda/recuerdos-con-alan-riding/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/08/world/americas/adidas-mexico-indigenous-women-world-cup.html
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7353105/2026/06/11/mexico-world-cup-take-flight/?source=athletic_theathleticfc_newsletter&campaign=18530473&userId=16021176
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2026/jun/11/mexico-south-africa-world-cup-2026
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7352092/2026/06/11/mexico-world-cup-south-africa-quinones-red-cards/
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7352092/2026/06/11/mexico-world-cup-south-africa-quinones-red-cards/
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Thousands Protest Outside World Cup Opening Ceremony in Mexico City
11/06/2026, NYT, Maria Abi-Habib, David Shortell, Cyntia Barrera Diaz and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega

This Is Mexico and Canada’s World Cup, Too. Don’t Expect Unity.
11/06/2026, NYT, James Wagner

World Cup Streaming Glitches in Mexico Spark Demands for Refunds
11/06/2026, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez

Empty seats at World Cup match renews concerns over ticket prices
12/06/2026, Reuters, Natalia Siniawski and Miguel Lo Bianco

In Mexico for the World Cup? Cartels Are the Least of Your Worries
08/06/2026, Bloomberg, JP Spinetto

From cartel prison to children's playground: the transformation of Mexican World Cup host

Monterrey
09/06/2026, Reuters, Laura Gottesdiener and Daniel Becerril

In Mexico, soccer is played wherever space permits
09/06/2026, Reuters, Raquel Cunha and Cynthia Rodriguez

The World Cup will test Mexico’s control over its territory
07/06/2026, The Economist, Staff

World Cup Puts Mexico’s Cartel Crisis on the Global Stage
10/06/2026, WSJ, lan Lovett

Guadalajara ramps up security and promises safe World Cup after cartel violence scare
10/06/2026, AP, Tales Azzoni and Diana de la Mora

Mexico City’s Airport Got a Makeover for the World Cup. What Happens After?
07/06/2026, NYT, James Wagner

How did Mexico’s president become the world’s most popular leftwing leader?
11/06/2026, The Guardian, Rachel Nolan

Trump Says He’s ‘Not Looking to Renew’ Canada-Mexico Trade Deal



https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/11/world/americas/world-cup-mexico-city-protests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/11/world/americas/world-cup-fractured-north-america.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-11/world-cup-streaming-glitches-in-mexico-spark-demands-for-refunds
https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/empty-seats-world-cup-match-renews-concerns-over-ticket-prices-2026-06-12/
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2026-06-08/world-cup-mexico-security-is-the-least-of-your-worries
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/cartel-prison-childrens-playground-transformation-mexican-world-cup-host-2026-06-09/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/cartel-prison-childrens-playground-transformation-mexican-world-cup-host-2026-06-09/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/soccer-mexico-people/
https://www.economist.com/the-americas/2026/06/07/the-world-cup-will-test-mexicos-control-over-its-territory
https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/world-cup-puts-mexicos-cartel-crisis-on-the-global-stage-c1933554
https://apnews.com/article/world-cup-mexico-security-guadalajara-cartel-fae511366227396f3f639e46f80d1f8e
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/07/world/americas/mexico-city-benito-juarez-airport-world-cup.html
https://www.theguardian.com/news/ng-interactive/2026/jun/11/claudia-sheinbaum-the-wildly-popular-mexican-president-dealing-with-drug-violence-disappearances-and-donald-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/world/canada/trump-canada-mexico-trade-deal-usmca.html
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10/06/2026, NYT, Matina Stevis-Gridneff, Ana Swanson and Tony Romm

Mexico’s Gripe With US Trade Pact: Japan Has Better Deal
09/06/2026, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Alex Vasquez

Mexico Inflation Slowed Much More Than Expected in May
09/06/2026, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez and Gonzalo Soto

Blue Owl, Ares Court Mexico’s $500 Billion Pension Fund Windfall
08/06/2026, Bloomberg, Kelsey Butler and Michael O’Boyle

Mexico City installed a chandelier in its metro for the World Cup. Then came the crush of memes
11/06/2026, AP, Megan Janetsky

Bounty of Frida Kahlo Art Emerges in Mexico’s Restored Museum

08/06/2026, NYT, Victoria Burnett

Alan Riding, Times Correspondent in Latin America and Paris, Dies at 82

06/06/2026, NYT, Alan Cowell

Notable blogs in English on Mexico
e (CrashOut Media - Protests Clog Mexico City On Eve of World Cup

e MXPE -Electronics: Mexico’s new export darling is an old nemesis in disguise

e Mexico Decoded — Mexico's Defiant Bet Against Trump

e Materia Gris — Families of Mexico’s Disappeared Hope World Cup Draws Attention to Their
Plight

e Miranda Intelligence daily reports on Substack

Photo of the Week


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-09/mexico-s-gripe-with-us-trade-pact-south-korea-has-better-deal?srnd=phx-economics-v2
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-09/mexico-inflation-slowed-much-more-than-expected-in-may
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-08/blue-owl-ares-court-mexico-s-500-billion-pension-fund-windfall
https://apnews.com/article/world-cup-mexico-city-hidalgo-memes-protest-9eb21af7d70cda877038295850056386
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/08/arts/design/frida-kahlo-diego-rivera.html?searchResultPosition=33
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/06/business/media/alan-riding-dead.html
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/protests-clog-mexico-city-on-eve
https://www.mxpe.org/p/mexico-electronics
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/mexicos-defiant-bet-against-trump
https://eduardojgarciacorrea.substack.com/p/las-familias-de-los-desaparecid0s?open=false#%C2%A7families-of-mexicos-disappeared-hope-world-cup-draws-attention-to-their-plight
https://eduardojgarciacorrea.substack.com/p/las-familias-de-los-desaparecid0s?open=false#%C2%A7families-of-mexicos-disappeared-hope-world-cup-draws-attention-to-their-plight
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/
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Mexico’s Raul Jimenez celebrates after scoring his side’s second goal during the World Cup Group A soccer match
between Mexico and South Africa in Mexico City, Thursday, June 11, 2026. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)



