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Our top podcast recommendation this week is Chisme Corporativo, for one of the most interesting
discussions on how the 2026 World Cup could transform consumption, cities and popular culture in
Mexico. Beyond football, the episode argues that the real business of the tournament will be the
emotional spending of fans and suggests that Mexico could end up functioning as the cultural hub of
the World Cup in North America, in a context where high costs and the ‘VIPisation’ of sport are changing
the global football experience.

México Podcast Chatter - 27 de mayo de 2026

In business and economics, Rodcast and La Estrategia del Dia agree that the 2026 World Cup will put the
country’s public finances, urban infrastructure and capacity for execution to the test. Whilst Juan Pablo
de Botton explains how Mexico City is attempting to maintain fiscal stability whilst financing projects
linked to the tournament, Jimena Tolama and her guests warn that the World Cup will temporarily boost
consumption and tourism, but will have little effect on Mexico’s structural problems regarding growth
and investment. MexMoves, Dimes y Billetes and Fintech Briefing paint a picture of an economy caught
between the optimism of nearshoring and the deterioration of its structural fundamentals. The episodes
highlight low growth, the burden of Pemex, regulatory uncertainty and energy constraints as some of
the main obstacles to the country’s economic potential. Whitepaper 10 complements this discussion by
using the case of the CBX between Tijuana and San Diego to show how economic integration between
Mexico and the United States continues to advance through binational infrastructure, despite growing
political and trade tensions.

In domestic politics, Narcosistema, Tercer Grado, Botepronto and Politica y Otros Datos agree that the
Rocha Moya case has already become a crisis of institutional legitimacy with implications for Morena,
Mexican sovereignty and bilateral relations with the United States. The analyses argue that Washington
appears to be moving towards a more aggressive strategy combining judicial, security and intelligence
pressure against networks allegedly linked to organised crime. At the same time, they suggest that the
main challenge for Claudia Sheinbaum is no longer merely to defend sovereignty, but to demonstrate
that the Mexican state still retains the capacity and credibility to investigate its own political elites.
Broojula and El Noti add that US pressure is beginning to intersect with other areas of internal
vulnerability, such as judicial reform, the economic slowdown and the electoral reforms promoted by
Morena. Sal con Amigos offers perhaps the harshest assessment of the current state of bilateral relations,
with Jorge Castaneda arguing that the United States may have abandoned the historical logic of avoiding
the political destabilisation of the Mexican presidency, ushering in a far more uncertain phase for
relations between the two countries.

Finally, in history and culture, Ciberdidlogos and Al habla... con Warkentin explore how Mexican identity
continues to be shaped by historical memory and cultural disputes. Whilst Alejandro Rosas analyses how
figures such as Hernan Cortés continue to be used as political symbols in current debates on nationalism
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and identity, Gabriela Warkentin and her guests revisit the legacy of Teodoro Gonzalez de Leén to
reflect on whether Mexico still understands architecture as part of its public culture and not merely as
infrastructure or property development.

Mexico Business, Economics & Finance

The Business of Fandom and Mexico’s World Cup Opportunity — Chisme Corporativo

Chisme Corporativo examines how the 2026 World Cup could reshape consumption and urban life in
Mexico, arguing that the tournament’s real economic engine is not broadcasting or sponsorships, but
the emotional spending patterns of fans. The hosts warn that the growing “VIP-ization” of football (rising
ticket prices and premium models) increasingly exclude traditional fans from stadiums, endangering its
primary consumer base. Across North America, the hosts emphasize Mexico’s unique opportunity to
become the tournament’s cultural center, given high prices, political tensions, and weaker football
culture in parts of the U.S.

19/05/26, Maca Riva and Rosalaura Lépez, Chisme Corporativo

Juan Pablo de Botton, Mexico City’s Secretary of Administration and Finance — Rodcast

Juan Pablo de Botton, Mexico City’s secretary of administration and finance, provides an inside look at
the financial logic governing the nation’s capital. He argues the city’s biggest challenge is not attracting
attention or investment, but maintaining fiscal stability while financing long-term projects in transport,
public services and World Cup infrastructure. The episode highlights how political priorities in Mexico
are ultimately constrained by budgets, debt and execution capacity.

25/05/26, Rodrigo Pacheco with Juan Pablo de Botton Falcén, Rodcast

inDrive, Evolving Mexico ESG, Moody’s D/G, Royal Caribbean Blow, and the MX-EU Trade Deal —
MexMoves

MexMoves this week captures the growing disconnect between the optimism surrounding Mexico and
the realities investors increasingly face on the ground. Damian Fraser and Eduardo Garcia argue Moody'’s
downgrade was less about immediate fiscal risk than a warning over weak growth, Pemex’s burden and
the absence of a credible long-term strategy. GM’s decision to move production from China to Mexico
and the cancellation of Royal Caribbean'’s billion-dollar tourism project is also discussed as an example
of nearshoring momentum colliding with regulatory unpredictability and constraints. Interviews with
inDrive executive Andries Smit and ESG specialist Marimar Torreblanca reinforce that, while companies
still see opportunity in Mexico, they must adapt to an increasingly uncertain operating environment.
21/05/26, Damian Fraser and Eduardo Garcia with Andries Smit and Marimar Torreblanca, MexMoves

CBX and The Reinvention of Tijuana Airport — Whitepaper 10


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/por-qu%C3%A9-los-fans-del-f%C3%BAtbol-gastan-tanto/id1738102823?i=1000768542621&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/t2-e49juan-pablo-de-botton-secretario-de/id1747343739?i=1000769484865
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/mexmoves/id1792066671?l=en-GB
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Whitepaper examines how CBX transformed Tijuana airport from a regional hub into part of Southern
California’s travel infrastructure. Karla Berman and René Lankenau argue the project’s real innovation
was not engineering, but creating a private binational crossing that reshaped how Americans travel
within Mexico. The episode explains how CBX became a highly profitable business through dollar-
denominated revenues, parking and passenger growth, while also driving the expansion of Tijuana
airport itself. Beyond the numbers, the hosts present CBX as a rare long-term Mexican infrastructure
bet: politically complex, operationally ambitious and built on the assumption that economic integration
between Mexico and the U.S. would continue deepening despite political tensions.

18/05/26, Karla Berman and René Lankenau, Whitepaper 10

Productivity, Energy, and Education: The Cost of Mexico’s Future — Dimes y Billetes

From Washington D.C., economist Valeria Moy delivers a sober assessment of why Mexico continues
underperforming despite favorable geopolitical conditions. Speaking with Moris Dieck, she argues that
the country’s weak 2025 growth depended almost entirely on exports to the United States rather than
domestic economic strength. Nearshoring, according to the episode, will remain limited to low-value
manufacturing unless Mexico addresses its energy shortages, weak public investment, declining
educational outcomes and growing legal uncertainty following the judicial reform.

18/05/26, Moris Dieck with Valeria Moy, Dimes y Billetes

Mexico’s Financial Plumbing and The Hidden Cost of Inefficiency — Fintech Briefing

Fintech Briefing this week explores how Mexico has more than 5 trillion pesos parked in conservative
investment funds while productive sectors still struggle to access infrastructure financing, mortgages
and long-term credit. The hosts argue this is not a shortage of capital, but a failure of financial
intermediation caused by regulatory delays, weak market depth and increasingly expensive funding
conditions after Moody’s downgrade. They consider Klar and platforms like SPEI as attempts to rebuild
the infrastructure through which money circulates, arguing that Mexico’s next financial battle will be
decided less by who holds the money (banks) than by those who control the flow of money.

22/05/26, FintechExpert and Zalo Sanchez, Fintech Briefing

Weekly Summary — La Estrategia del Dia

La Estrategia this week examines Mexico’s slow growth as it heads into the start of the World Cup.
Economists Paulina Anciola and Antonio Hernandez argue that while the tournament will boost tourism,
retail, airports, beverages and short-term consumption, it will likely have little impact on overall
economic growth. The episodes also highlight USMCA negotiations, warning that uncertainty over
tariffs and trade rules could continue delaying investment in Mexico.

22-25/05/26, Jimena Tolama with Paulina Anciola and Antonio Hernandez, La Estrategia del Dia

Mexican Political Affairs



https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/160-cbx-de-la-frontera-tijuana-san-diego/id1584711514?i=1000768469585&l=en-GB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rCISKrfF0ZY
https://www.fintechexpert.mx/p/moodys-aprieta-a-me-klar-acelera
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/la-estrategia-del-d%C3%ADa-m%C3%A9xico/id1585234644?l=en-GB
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Sal with Jorge Castaneda — Sal con amigos

Former foreign minister Jorge Castaneda argues Mexico is entering the most dangerous phase in its
relationship with the United States since the 1980s because Washington no longer appears concerned
with protecting Mexican political stability. Speaking with Salvador Camarena, he links the Rocha Moya
investigation, expanding DEA and CIA activity, trade pressure and possible extraditions into a broader
strategy of escalation under Trump. Castafieda’s most striking point is that previous U.S. administrations
always imposed limits on how far pressure against Mexico could go to avoid destabilizing the presidency
itself. He argues that restraint may now be disappearing, leaving Sheinbaum politically exposed while
Mexico faces simultaneous pressure on security, trade and sovereignty.

20/05/26, Salvador Camarena with Jorge Castaneda, Sal con amigos

The Secrets Behind Rocha Moya's Narco-Election — Narcosistema

In one of its most forceful episodes, Narcosistema centers on the testimony of PRI politician Paola
Garate, who says she was kidnapped during Sinaloa’s 2021 election amid an operation to secure Rubén
Rocha Moya’s victory. Through her account, Anabel Hernadndez argues that cartel influence in Mexico
is no longer limited to corruption or protection networks, but can directly shape electoral outcomes
through intimidation, coercion and territorial control. Garate describes the collapse of state authority
after the Culiacanazo, the intimidation of opposition operators and the silence that followed. The
episode ultimately frames the Rocha Moya case as a broader crisis of institutional legitimacy for Morena
and the Mexican state itself.

21/05/26, Anabel Hernandez with Paola Garate, Narcosistema

Rocha in New York or Rocha in Almoloya — Botepronto

Botepronto argues the Rocha Moya case is no longer a corruption scandal but the possible beginning of
a U.S.-driven “maxiproceso” against networks linking Mexican politicians and organized crime. The panel
stresses that Washington is not targeting isolated officials, but hierarchical political-criminal structures
built around the Sinaloa Cartel and the 2021 election. They point out that the old boundary separating
extraditable traffickers from politically protected Mexican officials is disappearing, while questioning the
implications of the site of Rocha’s prosecution. They ask whether Morena absorbs less damage if the
trial goes to New York or if it stays within Mexico’s own justice system.

19/05/26, Carlos Puig with Salvador Camarena, Carlos Heredia and Maria Scherer, Botepronto

Mexico Under Criminal Governance — Politica y Otros Datos

Mariel Ibarra speaks with security researchers Victor Manuel Sdnchez Valdés and Andrés Sumano on
the structural conditions that allowed criminal governance to become embedded across parts of Mexico.
They argue, however, that dismantling these networks could destabilize entire regional power
structures, making institutional reform politically and operationally difficult. As for the U.S., the speakers


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/sal-con-jorge-casta%C3%B1eda/id1869361415?i=1000768850996&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/los-secretos-de-la-narcoelecci%C3%B3n-de-rocha-moya/id1760070312?i=1000768951120&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/rocha-en-nueva-york-o-rocha-en-almoloya/id1168111576?i=1000768620481
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debate whether Mexico still has the capacity, judicial credibility and political autonomy needed to
confront organized crime without the help of Washington.

21/05/26, Mariel Ibarra with Victor Manuel Sanchez Valdés and Andrés Sumano Rodriguez, Politica y
Otros Datos

Rocha Moya, Sovereignty and The Limits of The Mexican State — Tercer Grado

Tercer Grado discusses this week how far Washington is willing to push Mexico in the case against
Sinaloa’s governor. The panel debates whether the Trump administration is following the same strategy
used against Cuba and Venezuela that combines criminal accusations, financial pressure and public
messaging to weaken political elites. The panelists highlight Sheinbaum’s key dilemma: defending
sovereignty while proving the Mexican state is still capable of holding its own politicians to account.
20/05/26, René Delgado with Denise Maerker, Viridiana Rios, Leo Zuckermann, Leopoldo Gémez and
Raymundo Riva Palacio, Tercer Grado

Judicial Reform, Rocha Moya and U.S. Pressure on Mexico — Broojula

Broojula focuses this week on how security, judicial reform and institutional credibility are becoming
increasingly intertwined in Mexico. The episodes connect Claudia Sheinbaum’s decision to postpone the
next judicial election until 2028 with the growing political impact of the U.S. case against Sinaloa
governor Rubén Rocha Moya. Claudia de Buen, former president of the Mexican Bar Association, argues
the government is correcting logistical failures without addressing the reform’s structural weaknesses,
particularly the risk of greater political control over the judiciary. Meanwhile, lawyer and analyst
Bernardo Ledn explains why the U.S. grand jury process gives the Rocha Moya accusations institutional
weight, increasing pressure on Morena’s security narrative and on the Mexican state’s response to
organized crime within politics.

22-25/05/26, Ana Paula Ordorica with Claudia de Buen and Bernardo Leén, Broojula

Weekly Summary — El Noti

El Noti focuses on the growing political and institutional pressure surrounding the Rocha Moya case, the
weakening of Mexico’s economic outlook and the government’s increasingly defensive posture around
sovereignty and elections. Contradictions in the federal government’s handling of Rocha Moya, Moody'’s
downgrade warning over weak growth and Pemex liabilities, and Morena'’s proposed electoral reforms
all feature in the podcast’s discussions this week.

22-25/05/26, Maca Carriedo and Javier Garza, El Noti

Mexican Culture & Society

Alejandro Rosas: “Don't trust politicians who try to do history” — Ciberdialogos


https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/m%C3%A9xico-bajo-la-gobernanza-criminal-episodio-254/id1564988962?i=1000768923938&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/estados-unidos-imputa-con-cargos-federales-a-ra%C3%BAl/id1441030025?i=1000768874422&l=en-GB
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/broojula/id1478491858
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/el-noti/id1690962274?l=en-GB
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Ledn Krauze and historian Alejandro Rosas examine how the conquest of Mexico and the figure of
Hernan Cortés continue to be used as political symbols in present-day debates over nationalism, identity
and sovereignty. The episode rejects both the romanticization of pre-Hispanic Mexico and the idea that
the Spanish conquest was a civilizing mission. Rosas explains how actors across the ideological spectrum
selectively manipulate history, from disputes over human sacrifice to proposals to remove Cortés’s
remains from Mexico. It explains how Tenochtitlan was one of the world’s most sophisticated cities and
argues that modern Mexico emerged from a violent but deeply interconnected fusion of Indigenous and
Spanish worlds.

18/05/26, Le6n Krauze with Alejandro Rosas, Ciberdialogos con Ledn Krauze

A Walk Through Teodoro Gonzalez de Ledn’s Legacy: “His architecture gave dignity to Mexico” — Al
habla... con Warkentin

Gabriela Warkentin speaks with architects Felipe Leal and Mauricio Rocha on why Teodoro Gonzalez
de Ledn helped define modern Mexico through public architecture. Using the Auditorio Nacional as a
starting point, the episode argues his buildings were never isolated monuments, but ways of connecting
citizens with the city through plazas, light, open spaces and monumental civic scale. The guests present
Gonzéalez de Ledn as an architect who translated pre-Hispanic monumentality and modernism into a
distinctly Mexican urban language. Beyond the buildings themselves, the conversation becomes a
reflection on whether Mexico still sees architecture as part of public culture rather than simply real
estate or infrastructure.

18/05/26, Gabriela Warkentin with Felipe Leal and Mauricio Rocha, Al habla... con Warkentin



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/peniley-ram%C3%ADrez-hay-cosas-importantes-en-com%C3%BAn-entre/id1554136562?i=1000768429370&l=es-MX
https://podcasts.apple.com/mx/podcast/un-paseo-por-el-legado-de-teodoro-gonz%C3%A1lez/id1562328065?i=1000768600974&l=en-GB

