
 

   

 

Mexico Political Chatter 

April 30 2026 

With the CIA agents case in Chihuahua still unresolved and growing tensions with Washington, the 

U.S. Department of Justice accused Sinaloa Governor Rubén Rocha Moya and nine current and 

former officials of operating in coordination with "Los Chapitos," facilitating drug trafficking in 

exchange for bribes, political protection, and electoral support. The indictment describes a complete 

institutional machinery: officials who leaked operations, police commanders who protected 

shipments and released detainees, and even complicity in kidnappings and murders. 

The case places President Sheinbaum before one of the most complex dilemmas of her government: 

cooperating with the United States means validating an action that a wing of Morena reads as 

unacceptable interference; further straining the bilateral relationship, on the other hand, opens a 

front of unpredictable consequences at a moment when the USMCA review is just around the corner. 

The government's first signals point toward buying time: the Attorney General's Office and the 

Foreign Ministry have flagged the need for more evidence as a condition for a possible extradition — 

though, as Raymundo Riva Palacio notes, this case demonstrates that Washington is willing to act 

even without Mexico's cooperation. 

On the Chihuahua case, the death of two agents in an unauthorized operation triggered the 

resignation of prosecutor César Jáuregui, opened federal investigations, and exposed serious failures 

in coordination between levels of government. Governor Maru Campos refused to appear before the 

Senate, and President Sheinbaum admitted she tried to contact her without success, revealing an 

open political rupture. Secretary García Harfuch made clear that Washington has offered no 

explanation, opening a delicate diplomatic front amid ongoing tensions with Trump over the security 

agenda. As Carlos Pérez Ricart warns, the fight against drug trafficking unfolds on a terrain of unequal 

and opaque collaboration, where the presence of U.S. agencies raises permanent questions about 

sovereignty. 

On the internal reshuffling, Sheinbaum accelerated cabinet changes ahead of 2027: Ariadna Montiel 

leaves Social Welfare to take over Morena's leadership — with Leticia Ramírez as her replacement — 

while Citlalli Hernández resigned from the Secretariat for Women to operate directly within the party. 

On security, the federal government captured Audias Flores Silva, "El Jardinero," one of the men 

closest to the CJNG's top leadership and the most likely successor to "El Mencho." The operation in 

Nayarit, carried out without confrontations after months of intelligence work, follows the February 

strike and configures a sustained offensive against the core of the country's most powerful criminal 

group, though the question persists of whether these blows structurally weaken the organization or 

merely open the door to a new internal power struggle. 

Finally, the capture in Argentina of Fernando Farías Laguna, a former rear admiral accused of leading 

a fuel theft and customs smuggling network, has become a legal labyrinth: Mexico has already 

requested his extradition, but a possible asylum claim and the use of false documentation complicate 



 

   

 

the process. Sheinbaum herself admitted she hopes the case does not "become a political issue" with 

the Milei government — a signal of the fragility in the bilateral relationship. 

 

     The United States drops a bomb on "narco-politics" in Sinaloa 

The U.S. Department of Justice's indictment of Rubén Rocha Moya and nine current and former 

officials of his government escalated immediately to the binational level and rattled the Mexican 

political landscape. The accusation holds that an institutional power network operated in 

coordination with "Los Chapitos," facilitating drug trafficking toward the United States in exchange 

for bribes, protection, and political backing. As they say in politics, there are no coincidences: hours 

before the bomb dropped, Claudia Sheinbaum held the shortest press conference of her 

administration — wrapping up at 8:25 a.m. and taking no questions on other topics. 

Beyond the judicial blow, the case points to something deeper: the alleged capture of state structures 

by organized crime. According to U.S. authorities, the network secured Rocha's 2021 electoral victory 

through intimidation, then influenced key appointments within the state government and security 

forces. The indictment describes a complete machinery: officials who leaked operations, police 

commanders who protected shipments and released detainees, and even involvement in serious 

crimes. The scheme allegedly allowed the Sinaloa Cartel to operate with institutional impunity, 

consolidating trafficking routes — particularly for fentanyl — into the United States. The political 

impact is immediate. The Mexican government cites a lack of evidence and violations of bilateral 

agreements, while the opposition demands internal consequences. Meanwhile, the Attorney 

General's Office has opened an investigation, placing the case in a zone of high diplomatic and 

political tension, with direct implications for the bilateral relationship and the federal government's 

security narrative. 

Who they are: Rubén Rocha Moya — Governor of Sinaloa Enrique Inzunza Cázarez — Morena Senator 

Juan de Dios Gámez Mendívil — Morena Mayor of Culiacán Enrique Díaz Vega — Former Secretary 

of Administration and Finance of Sinaloa Dámaso Castro Zaavedra — Deputy Attorney General of 

Sinaloa Marco Antonio Almanza Avilés — Former head of the Criminal Investigation Police Alberto 

Jorge Contreras Núñez — Former head of the Criminal Investigation Police Gerardo Mérida Sánchez 

— Former Secretary of Public Security José Antonio Dionisio Hipólito — Commander / Police Deputy 

Director Juan Valenzuela Millán — Municipal Police Commander 

Charges: Conspiracy to traffic drugs into the United States Ties to the Sinaloa Cartel ("Los Chapitos") 

Receipt of million-dollar bribes Institutional protection of drug trafficking Leaking security operations 

Use of police forces to protect shipments Electoral intimidation and coercion (2021) Providing 

information on political rivals Release of detainees linked to organized crime Participation in or 

complicity with kidnappings and murders Possession of weapons reserved for exclusive military use 

   Reforma: U.S. accuses Rocha and 9 more officials of serving La Chapiza  

   El País: The United States delivers its biggest blow against narco-politics in Mexico 

https://www.reforma.com/acusa-eu-servian-rocha-y-9-funcionarios-mas-a-la-chapiza/ar3195797?v=5
https://elpais.com/mexico/2026-04-29/estados-unidos-asesta-el-mayor-golpe-contra-la-narcopolitica-en-mexico.html


 

   

 

 

    Chihuahua escalates to crisis: CIA, resignation, and clashes between ruling party and opposition 

The Chihuahua case moved from incident to state crisis: the death of two CIA agents in an 

unauthorized operation triggered the resignation of prosecutor César Jáuregui, opened federal 

investigations, and exposed serious failures in inter-governmental coordination. The revelation that 

the U.S. agents were traveling with local authorities without notifying the federal government raised 

alarms over sovereignty violations, while the security cabinet confirmed they had no permission to 

operate in Mexico. Amid the scandal, Governor Maru Campos refused to appear before the Senate, 

and President Claudia Sheinbaum admitted she tried to contact her without success, revealing an 

open political rupture. 

The conflict has already transcended the local level: Secretary Omar García Harfuch maintained that 

the governor "did not know" about the operation, but also made clear that Washington has provided 

no explanation — opening a delicate diplomatic front amid ongoing tensions with Donald Trump over 

the security agenda. The message from the National Palace is unambiguous: international 

cooperation must be limited to information sharing, not field operations, while Washington's silence 

and Chihuahua's opacity feed suspicions of a parallel relationship with U.S. agencies. The case not 

only damages the PAN internally but threatens to escalate into a broader bilateral friction, where the 

question is no longer what happened in the sierra, but who truly controls security on Mexican 

territory. 

   El País: The Chihuahua operation crisis spills over onto the PAN  

   El País: Chihuahua's prosecutor resigns over the scandal of the state's collaboration with two CIA 

agents 

 

  Cabinet in motion: the 2027 election pushes Sheinbaum to reshuffle 

Ahead of the 2027 midterm elections, President Claudia Sheinbaum began moving key pieces 

between her cabinet and Morena under a clear logic: pulling operators out of government to 

strengthen the party. The most visible change is Ariadna Montiel's departure from Social Welfare — 

the administration's most powerful social structure — to take over party leadership, with Leticia 

Ramírez as her replacement. This is joined by Citlalli Hernández's resignation from the Secretariat for 

Women to operate directly within Morena, and the departure of legal counsel Esthela Damián, who 

is seeking a candidacy in Guerrero. In parallel, Luisa María Alcalde's move to the Presidential Legal 

Counsel's office and the redesign of party leadership complete a deep reconfiguration. The pattern 

is clear: these are not merely administrative adjustments but an anticipated electoral strategy, 

through which Sheinbaum seeks to control candidacies, alliances, and territorial structures from now. 

Roberto Lazzeri's arrival at the Washington embassy and the changes at the Foreign Ministry 

reinforce the external front, while internally a circle of trust is being consolidated to prevent the kind 

of fractures recently seen within Morena. The underlying message is political: the cabinet is no longer 

https://elpais.com/mexico/2026-04-29/la-crisis-por-el-operativo-de-chihuahua-desborda-al-pan.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://elpais.com/mexico/2026-04-28/renuncia-el-fiscal-de-chihuahua-tras-el-escandalo-por-la-colaboracion-del-estado-con-dos-agentes-de-la-cia.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://elpais.com/mexico/2026-04-28/renuncia-el-fiscal-de-chihuahua-tras-el-escandalo-por-la-colaboracion-del-estado-con-dos-agentes-de-la-cia.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

   

 

just a governing instrument but an electoral nursery, a move aimed at securing the midterm 

succession — albeit at the cost of straining institutional operations and revealing that the priority is 

no longer only to govern, but to win 2027. 

   El Universal: Ariadna Montiel goes for Morena's leadership; leaves Social Welfare and Leticia 

Ramírez replaces her 

 

     Sheinbaum negotiates agreements to contain the fuel price surge 

Facing a global crude oil rebound driven by the Middle East conflict, the government of Claudia 

Sheinbaum activated a containment strategy based not on decrees but on direct negotiation with gas 

station operators, banks, and distributors to prevent a fuel price spike at the start of her 

administration. The result: an agreement capping diesel at 27 pesos per liter — when, according to 

the president herself, it could have climbed to 35 — while keeping regular gasoline around 24 pesos 

through tax incentives and cost chain adjustments. More than an energy policy, the move is a 

political-economic inflation containment operation in which all actors "do their part." 

Main agreements reached in recent days: Diesel capped at 27 pesos per liter Regular gasoline 

contained at around 24 pesos per liter Reduction of bank commission for card payments (interchange 

fee eliminated) Discount of 1.10 pesos per transaction on transport and logistics vouchers Tax 

incentives (IEPS) to cushion the international oil price spike Estimated subsidies of 2.5 billion pesos 

per week to sustain prices Voluntary agreements with gas station operators, with Profeco oversight 

to monitor compliance 

   El Financiero: "Diesel would be at 35 pesos per liter without agreements": Sheinbaum 

"celebrates" deal with gas station operators 

 

   Extradition at risk: Farías Laguna case becomes entangled between Mexico and Argentina 

The capture in Argentina of Fernando Farías Laguna, a former rear admiral accused of leading a fuel 

theft and customs smuggling network, opened a front that goes beyond the judicial: Mexico has 

already requested his deportation or extradition, but the process has become a legal labyrinth due 

to his possible asylum claim and the use of false documentation to enter Buenos Aires. Behind the 

case lies an explosive file — with million-dollar losses to public finances and ties to structures within 

the Navy — that the government of Claudia Sheinbaum wants to close quickly, but which now 

depends on the timing and decisions of the Argentine justice system. The problem goes beyond the 

legal: Sheinbaum herself has admitted she hopes the case does not "become a political issue" with 

the government of Javier Milei, a signal of the fragility in the bilateral relationship. In a context of 

ideological distance and prior tensions, any legal margin — such as asylum or prolonged litigation — 

could be used by Buenos Aires to stretch or condition the handover. What began as an emblematic 

case of corruption and organized crime thus threatens to become a diplomatic test: whether 

https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/ariadna-montiel-deja-la-secretaria-del-bienestar-leticia-ramirez-la-reemplaza/
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/nacion/ariadna-montiel-deja-la-secretaria-del-bienestar-leticia-ramirez-la-reemplaza/
https://www.elfinanciero.com.mx/nacional/2026/04/29/litro-de-diesel-estaria-a-35-pesos-sin-acuerdo-con-gasolineros-sheinbaum/
https://www.elfinanciero.com.mx/nacional/2026/04/29/litro-de-diesel-estaria-a-35-pesos-sin-acuerdo-con-gasolineros-sheinbaum/


 

   

 

Argentina cooperates immediately, or whether political friction ends up slowing or complicating the 

extradition. 

   Milenio: Extradition, asylum, and false documents: the legal labyrinth of Fernando Farías Laguna 

in Argentina 

 

   Blow to the CJNG: "El Jardinero" captured, shaking up the succession 

The federal government struck again at the heart of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel with the 

capture of Audias Flores Silva, "El Jardinero," one of the men closest to the criminal leadership and 

the most likely successor following "El Mencho's" fall. The operation, carried out in Nayarit after 

months of intelligence work and without confrontations, mobilized hundreds of federal forces and 

follows the February strike, configuring a sustained offensive against the core of the country's most 

powerful criminal group. More than isolated actions, the strategy seeks to dismantle the CJNG's chain 

of command in record time, amid external pressure — particularly from the United States — and the 

government's need to demonstrate territorial control without foreign intervention. However, the 

cartel's track record of violent realignments and substitute leaderships keeps the key question open: 

whether these blows structurally weaken the organization or merely open the door to a new internal 

power struggle. 

   El País: The government delivers its second major blow to the CJNG leadership in just two months 

 

     Opinion express 

• The bomb exploded in Sinaloa — Raymundo Riva Palacio Riva Palacio argues that the U.S. 

indictment of Sinaloa officials represents a rupture in the bilateral cooperation narrative, 

showing that Washington is willing to act even without Mexico's accompaniment. The piece 

emphasizes that the Sinaloa case marks a turning point in how the United States confronts 

drug trafficking tied to political structures. The author holds that the decision reflects distrust 

of Mexican institutions and anticipates a toughening of the relationship, with external 

pressure playing a more active role. The underlying message: this crisis is not only about 

security, but about credibility and institutional control. 

   El Financiero: The bomb exploded in Sinaloa 

• The explosive security cabinet meeting over Rocha Moya — Mario Maldonado  

Maldonado argues that the security cabinet meeting convened following the U.S. accusations 

against Rubén Rocha Moya revealed genuine concern within the federal government over the 

case's impact. The piece describes a meeting marked by urgency to define a position in 

response to an external indictment that directly targets a sitting governor. He notes that 

beyond the public show of support, scenarios and political costs are being discussed internally 

https://www.milenio.com/policia/extradicion-de-fernando-farias-laguna-laberinto-legal-en-argentina
https://www.milenio.com/policia/extradicion-de-fernando-farias-laguna-laberinto-legal-en-argentina
https://elpais.com/mexico/2026-04-28/el-gobierno-asesta-su-segundo-gran-golpe-a-la-cupula-del-cartel-jalisco-en-apenas-dos-meses.html
https://www.elfinanciero.com.mx/opinion/raymundo-riva-palacio/2026/04/30/la-bomba-exploto-en-sinaloa/


 

   

 

— particularly the effect on the relationship with the United States and on the security 

strategy. The underlying message: the case has ceased to be local and become a matter of 

state. 

   El Universal: The explosive security cabinet meeting over Rocha Moya 

• The pothole — Denise Maerker Maerker argues that the country is going through a "pothole" 

on security and governance that the official discourse cannot paper over. More than an 

isolated episode, she describes a moment of deceleration in the state's capacity to contain 

violence, where facts outpace the narrative and expose strategic gaps. The piece suggests the 

problem is not only operational but political: there is a gap between what the government 

says and what is happening on the ground, eroding public trust. The underlying message: 

without substantive adjustments, the "pothole" risks becoming not a temporary condition 

but a structural one. 

   Milenio: The pothole 

• Agents in the shadows — Carlos A. Pérez Ricart  

Pérez Ricart argues that the operation of U.S. agencies in cases linked to drug trafficking in 

Mexico follows a logic of discreet but constant presence, influencing investigations and 

actions without direct public exposure. He describes how this presence has become a routine 

component of the fight against organized crime. The column warns that this dynamic reflects 

both the operational capacity of the United States and the institutional limitations of Mexico, 

raising questions about sovereignty. The underlying message: the fight against drug trafficking 

also unfolds on a terrain of unequal and opaque collaboration. 

   Reforma: Agents in the shadows 

 

          Agenda in brief 

Morena is preparing its National Congress for Sunday, May 3, to define the leadership transition 

following Luisa María Alcalde's departure — she joins the federal government on Friday, May 1 — 

and the arrival of Ariadna Montiel as the party's new leader. 

 

https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/opinion/mario-maldonado/la-explosiva-reunion-del-gabinete-de-seguridad-por-rocha-moya/
https://www.milenio.com/opinion/denise-maerker/atando-cabos/el-bache
https://www.reforma.com/agentes-en-la-sombra-2026-04-30/op312682

