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Bilateral tensions remained front and center. In the story of the week, the WSJ looked at the 

human side of the U.S. immigration crackdown, chronicling the story of a Venezuelan family that 

fled hardship and braved jungles and gangs – only to end up stranded in Ciudad Juárez, an 

allegory of the fading promise of the American dream. ‘Let’s see if the American dream can turn 

into the Latin American dream’, said the father wistfully. 

Then, in a sign of the tension of the times, two notable columnists made the case that President 

Trump should not, in fact, bomb Mexico. Mary Anastasia O’Grady, a frequent Mexico critic in the 

WSJ, argued that American intervention would only ‘strengthen the worst, most corrupt elements 

of the ruling Morena party’. For his part, Ioan Grillo, a renowned, long-time reporter of organized 

crime, writing in the NYT cautioned that ‘the vast networks of organized crime and the U.S. drug 

market that keeps them going can’t be so easily blown away’. 

Less auspiciously, the NYT reported President Sheinbaum surprisingly denied that her 

administration was cooperating with the DEA, after the agency announced a ‘bold’ bilateral 

initiative. ‘The DEA issues the statement, we don’t know based on what’, said Sheinbaum. One 

who will indeed cooperate is El Mayo Zambada – the Times reported he’s expected to plead 

guilty to ‘sweeping trafficking charges’. 

On the domestic front, the Financial Times wrote of the ‘fractures’ within Morena, as Sheinbaum 

must balance placating Trump with maintaining unity in her ‘unwieldy’ party. Meanwhile, Security 

Secretary Omar García Harfuch enjoyed much better press, with a distinctly positive profile on 

Bloomberg, which quoted a former US official describing him as ‘probably the best interlocutor 

on the Mexican side’, and noting ‘many Mexicans call him Batman’. Violence, unfortunately, also 

made the headlines, with the BBC reporting on the discovery of human remains in Tlaxcala, 

while The Guardian profiled Las Nombramos Bordando, a collective that embroiders the names 

of femicide victims with mothers, daughters, and activists, turning grief into a ‘Trojan horse’ 

protest across Mexico. 

On the economy and business, The Guardian reported the ‘historic’ reduction in the poverty rate 

– while noting that access to healthcare remains a key challenge. Ranchers and their struggle 

against the screwworm saw a third consecutive week of deep dives, now by Reuters. And 

Bloomberg covered the changing of the guard at Nubank’s Mexican operations, as well as an 

upbeat interview with JPMorgan’s Mexico head, who expects capital markets to bounce back. 

Shifting gears, the NYT eulogized Rodrigo Moya, the Colombian-Mexican photojournalist whose 

lens captured the turbulence and transformations of mid-20th-century Latin America. His 



 
 

 

portraits of figures like Che Guevara, Celia Cruz and Gabriel García Márquez became iconic, 

even as much of his socially charged work remained unpublished for decades before later 

gaining global recognition. A ‘committed Marxist’ who later became ‘disillusioned with armed 

leftists and with the self-censorship of the Mexican press’, he described his photography as 

‘documentary, realist, humanist and ideologically committed’. May he rest in peace. 

Lastly, on this week’s MexMoves, Damian and Eduardo interview academic Andrew Paxman on 

the history of U.S.–Mexico business ties. They also break down McCormick’s $750M deal with 

Herdez; analyze the banking shake-up involving Intercam, CIBanco, Kapital, and Multiva; and 

discuss the CEO change at Nu México. You can listen to it here. 
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Rodrigo Moya’s 1976 image of a battered, grinning Mr. García Márquez was published in the Mexican 

newspaper La Jornada in 2007, inspiring years of literary gossip. Mr. Moya passed away on July 30 at his 

home in Cuernavaca. 

  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/5xToqMzUfE87oZMpzN0rWa


 
 

 

FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE 

 

They Set Out to Find the American Dream. They’re Stuck in a Mexican Nightmare. 

08/21/25, The Wall Street Journal, Kejal Vyas 

 

Don’t Bomb Mexico, Mr. President 

08/17/25, The Wall Street Journal, Mary Anastasia O’Grady 

 

The Folly of Trump’s Cartel-Bombing Fantasy 

08/21/25, The New York Times, Ioan Grillo 

 

Mexico’s President Denies New D.E.A. Partnership Against Cartels 

08/19/25, The New York Times, Jack Nicas and Emiliano Rodríguez Mega 

 

Sinaloa Cartel Founder Expected to Plead Guilty to Trafficking Charges 

08/18/25, The New York Times, Santul Nerkar and Alan Feuer 

 

US-Mexico border wall to be painted black to stop climbers 

08/20/25, BBC, Bernd Debusmann Jr 

 

Facing Trump’s Threats, Mexico and Canada Draw Closer. Will It Last? 

08/20/25, The New York Times, Emiliano Rodríguez Mega and Ian Austen 

 

Mexico, Guatemala and Belize to create tri-national nature reserve to protect Mayan jungle  

08/15/25, AP News, Sonia Pérez and Megan Janetsky 

 

Trump pressure lights fire under Mexico’s ‘powder keg’ ruling party 

08/17/25, Financial Times, Christine Murray 

 

Battle-Tested Cop is Mexico’s Hope to Tame Cartels and Placate Trump 

08/18/25, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez 

 

Six severed heads found on road in Mexico 

08/19/25, BBC, Will Grant 

 

Embroidery honors Mexico femicide victims: ‘The next name might be yours’ 

08/20/25, The Guardian, Oscar Lopez 

 

‘Historic’: how Mexico’s welfare policies helped 13.4 million people out of poverty 

08/18/25/, The Guardian, Oscar Lopez 

https://www.wsj.com/world/they-set-out-to-find-the-american-dream-theyre-stuck-in-a-mexican-nightmare-a9aeb59d
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/dont-bomb-mexico-mr-president-75bcc45f
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/21/opinion/trump-cartel-mexico-fentanyl.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/world/americas/mexico-dea-cartels-sheinbaum.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/18/nyregion/el-mayo-guilty-plea.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cq587vpe46eo
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/20/world/americas/canada-mexico-tariffs-trump.html
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-guatemala-claudia-sheinbaum-bernardo-arevalo-ac95c0c5d2224343580920a2ea84ceb6
https://www.ft.com/content/d2138a80-8916-42c8-ae95-f5c239367672
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2025-08-18/battle-tested-cop-is-mexico-s-hope-to-tame-cartels-and-placate-trump
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8ry1m202nro
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/20/mexico-femicide-victims-embroidery
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/18/mexico-welfare-policies-amlo


 
 

 

 

In Texas cattle country, ranchers brace for flesh-eating screwworms 

08/15/25, Reuters, Heather Schlitz, Cassandra Garrison and Elida Moreno 

 

Mexican ranchers hit by flesh-eating screwworm want action on cattle smuggling 

08/15/25, Reuters, Cassandra Garrison 

 

Nubank Names New CEO for Mexico Ahead of Banking Push 

08/20/25, Bloomberg, María Clara Cobo 

 

Mexico Equity Markets Set for Revival in 2026, JPMorgan says 

08/20/25, Bloomberg, Michael O’Boyle and Kelsey Butler 

 

Rodrigo Moya, Who Photographed a Changing Latin America, Dies at 91 

08/19/25, The New York Times, Miguel Salazar 

https://www.reuters.com/world/texas-cattle-country-ranchers-brace-flesh-eating-screwworms-2025-08-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/mexican-ranchers-hit-by-flesh-eating-screwworm-want-action-cattle-smuggling-2025-08-15/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-08-20/nubank-names-new-ceo-for-mexico-business-ahead-of-banking-push
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-08-20/mexico-equity-markets-set-for-revival-in-2026-jpmorgan-says
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/19/arts/rodrigo-moya-dead.html

